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THIS SOUVENIR BOOKLET IS DEDICATED
TO
THE OLD SETTLERS

God Bless Them
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Red Willow County
Legally Conceived

One Century Ago

One hundred years ago, today, Gov. Robert W. Furnas signed his name to
a proclamation calling an election in the then-unorganized county of Red
Willow. In commemoration of the occasion’s centennial, the GAZETTE is

reprinting the original proclamation in its entirety. The words, recorded
March 27, 1873, follow:

PROCLAMATION

Whereas, a number of the cltizens of the unorganized
County of Red Willow have united in a petition asking
that an election be called for the purpose of choosing
County officers preliminary to the organization of said
County. _

Therefore, I, Robert W. Furnas, Governor of the State
of Nebraska, by virtue of the authority in me vested do
hereby order an election be held in sald County af Red
Willow at such store or residence as the Judges of
election herein named shall designate, on Tuesday, the
twenty-seventh day of May, A. D. 1873, for the purpose
of choosing three (3) County Commissioners, One (1)
County Clerk, One (1) County Treasurer, One (1) Sheriff,
One (1) Probate Judge, One (1) Surveyor, One (1)
County Superintendent of Schools, One (1) Coroner,
three (3) Judges of Election and two (2) Clerks of
Election.

And | do further designate and appoint Washington M.
Hinman, Edward §. Hill and Leslie H. Lawton as Judges,
John Byfield and Joseph Berger as Clerks to conduct said
election In accordance with "An act for the organization
of Counties” approved June 24th, 1867 and the election
laws of this sfate.

In testimony whereof, | have hereunto set my hand
and caused fo be affixed the Great Seal of the Stafe of
Nebraska, Done at Lincoln this twenty-seventh day of
March, A.D. 1873.
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WESW COURT EOoUSE

N

INDIANOLA, FRIDAY EVENING, DEC. 23, 1881,

Committee on Invitation.

W. Z. Tavior, Culbertson; M. H. Cavenasn, Dandary; T, F, Ban-
cocK, Cambridge: Frep BoenwER, Arapahos: W. I..
McCrary, Stockville: 8. H. CoLviN, Fairview:

C.D. Crawer and C. 8 Quick,

Indianola,

to attend,




HISTORY OF THE CLD SETTLERS
PICNIC

Gathering every year to renew old friendships
and acquaintances, the pioneers who aided in the
early development of Red Willow county meet in the
annual 0Old Settlers' picnic at Indianola,

The re-unions have been conducted for the past 71
years, Started and operated first by the Red
Willow Old Settlers®' association, the affair has
of late been the project of the Indianola community,
It was founded by the late Kate Thomas, At first
there was no regular date set, but it was usually
held in August, Now it is set up so that the
third Thursday of August is the date to remember,

In the earlier Old Settlers®' Ficnic, contests
and programs were arranged for the veterans, Old
Pardners vie for honors at horseshoe and other battles
settling disputes of physical prowess that have
lived through the years,

Speeches by the early pioneers or their descend-
ants were scheduled on each occasion to honor those
who returned as well as those who were unable to sit
on the benches during the occasion, Younger
citizens of the county and those who had descended
from the original stock, did their bit to make the
old timers feel that their struggles were not in
vain,

In 1973 for our centennial, we've planned a big
day of intertainment, for everyone from the small
fry to the "old settler", There will be such
things as:

THRESHING MACHINE EXHIBITION

FREE BAR-B=-QUE

BURINESSMAN'S PIE THROW

PARADE .

OLD SETTLERS MEETING-GYM SENATOR LEWIS

HORSE SHOE PITCHING CONTEST

BALL GAMES

MOTORCYCLE EVENT

FROG JUMPING CONTEST

STAGE SHOW AND DANCE

CRAFT AND HOBBY SHOW

HORSE SHOW

RIFLE AND ARCHERY CONTEST
Hope to see you there.
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VERSION OF RED WILLOW COUNTY TAKEN FROM
"HISTORY OF NEBRASKA™

In the fall of 1871, a company was formed in
braska City for the purpose of making a
lement somewhere on the Republican Valley,

-GO of which Eﬂ was at once paid in, The

officers were as follows: President, Royal Buck;

tary, B, M. Davenport; treasurer, J. D.
irectors: Dr, J, N. Converse, John

s, W, ¥, Jones, John F, Black, Samuel

J. D. Magison and V, S. Utley.

{w ]

per lj, 1871, the Board of Directors
oyal Buck to orgenize an exploring
ocating party from among the directors and
the party to consist of not less
ers with Lathrup Ellis as enginser
, to proceed to the Republican
elect a location and to survey for
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‘dingly, Royal Buck set to work at once to
ize a party, which, besides himself, con-
ed of John Roberts, J., F. Black, John Long-
er, William Byfield and others, Preparations
at once made for the trip and two wagons
loaded with provisions for thirty days and
ed in charge J, M, Davis and L.. K. Sittler,
were ordered to proceed to Sutton, Thils
did and on the 9th of November, the
lnuer of the party left Nebraska City
iving at Sutton the next day, On the 1llth,
started for the West, They arrived on the
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They soent the next day making examinations
end selected a site on the east side of Red
Willow Creek, But upon making some surveys,
was found to be a school-land section so they
selected the site on the west side of the Creek,




After the examining and locating party returned
to Nebraska City and made tneir report, the
company resolved to at once take measures to
jnduce settlement, John Roberts was employed
at a salary of 7100 per month to serve &as
Superintendent of the affairs of thne company. .
Proceeding upon his duties, a town was at once
laid out, modeled after the city of Lincoln,
Nebraska, The town site was large wide streets
were laid out and named, then it was filed in
the United States Land Office at Beatrice,.

The State Degislature was in session and a
bill was framed to orgm ize & county, 2l miles
north and south and 30 miles east and west
and its name shouild be Red Willow County. John
Roberts, the superintendent, was sent to Lincoln
to lobby and get his site through the legislat-
ure, Though Roberts tried hard, he failed with
the idea at that session, Then the company
tried to get a United States Land Office at the
site of their new town, but in this they were
unsuccessful,

A newspaper designed more especially to adver-
tise their county plan, was started by the
company in 1872 and called the Red Willow Gazette.
The paper was edited and published in Nebraska
City and lots of editions were sent East to
advertise the advantages of the proposed county
of Red Villow to all who contemplated settling
in Nebraska,

BB EBEBEBBEEBBE

In the spring of 1872, W. W, Jones was sent to
survey the town site as platted, into lots. But
nothing ever came of this, Dissensions arose
and the funds of the campany failing, and none
desired to invest anymore in a scheme where the
prospects were a gamble, the company failed and
was dissolved. In 1873 the site was contested
and some of the members of the compeny re-home-
steaded the site,

In the spring of 1873, quite a heavy immigration
commemced, Indianola was officially named the

county seat on May 27, 1873 and
s L 4 73 surveying of



The following are letters sent to General
Livingston:

Oct. 2nd., 1869

Dear Sir:

I found Buck's lines not run, My only recourse
was to run them, I randomed south to the state
line, then ran a line meridian north 24 miles,
then randomed east on the parallel, Found no
sign of Buck until I came to the standard cor-
ner east, Found then alot of stakes evidently
cut when the bark would peel freely, Traced up
his wagon tracks about 3 miles and found where
he had camped on a creek evidently two nights on
the north side and one night on the south side,
which was all the trace of him I found except a
water keg at his second camp, I will not remain
here long, My escort has left me as their time
was up and rations exhausted, 1 applied for
another, If 1 do not get it, I will have to leave
contract unfinished, as I cannot finish it
without an escort, as the country is full of
Indians, We have had to fight our way through all
this trip, even with an escort,

Your friend,
W.E. Daugherty

North FPlatte, Oct. 11, 1869

Dear Sir:

I recieved word yesterday that General Duncan
had captured some stock from the Indians, and I
went to McPherson today thinking that 1 might
find my mules, but all I got was my tripod legs,

While there, Lieut, Hayes informed me that
Lieut, Haskins found, he supposed 30 miles from
McPherson S,E, or East of South, two tripods and
camp equippage and some canned fruit, This was
eight days ago, The camp had the appearance of
being deserted, He also saw parts of the wagon,
I think from his description of the country and
the time he was traveling from there to Platte
river that the distance was nearer 50 miles
than 30, and that it was on the same creek that
I was where he had camped,




The early history of Red Willow county is a tale
of the affairs of true pioneers and their trials
and hardships in developing the communitiées, Few
men remain who can relate with authority, the
happenings that brought about the transformation
of barren prairie to fertile fields,

The facts below were compiled by George C, Hill
after many months of research and publicized in
May of 1927,

The occupation and development of the great
western two-thirds of the nation is, to my mind,
the great American epic; not more thrilling,
perhaps, than the settlement and progress of our
forefathers along the eastern coast, but of far
more interest to us of the midwest The greatest
day in history, for western men and women, was
the day upon which our great president, Abraham
Lincoln, stood on the bluffs of the Missouri River
and pointing his finger west-ward said, "Build the
Union Pacific Railroad to the Pacific Ocean from
this point", That order was carried out with
many hardships and loss of lives but it was
finished,

Washington Hinman brought a portable saw mill
from North Platte and located it in a grove of
timber about 3 miles southwest of where Indianola
now stands, The mill was a great help in furn-
ishing rough green timber for the settlers, For
that reason, there were few sod houses around
Indianola,

T B e R T EEE

In the spring of 1873, Governor Furnas appointed
E. S, Hill, Washington Hinman and Leslie Lawton,
special commissibners to call for an election to
locate a county seat, for Red Willow County and
temporary county officers, This election was held
on May 29, 1873, in a log house on the claim of
William Morris, now the J, J., Hadley farm, in the
valley some three miles west of the present city
of Indianola, Personal notice was given each
elector by one other of the Governor's commiss-
joners, The vote cast was practically 100% of the
eligible voters, 63 in all.

The temporary county officers elected at this
time were: E, S, Hill, judge; 1. J. Starbuck, clerk;

George Hunter, sheriff; J. E. Berger, treasurerj




G, B. Nettleton, county superintendent of schools;
William Berger, William Fitch and B, F., Bradley,
commissioners,

During the summer of 1873, D, N, Smith, President
of the Republican Valley Land Association
(organized by the railroad) came to purchase
land from the early settlers. He entered into
bonds of 510,000 to deed to the county 100 lots
for the location of the county buildings., He
entered into a contract with E, S, Hill whereby
Mr, Hill was to deed 80 acres of his land to Mr,
Smith's company, and after the same had been
platted for a townsite, Hill was to receive
one-fourth of the lots in payment for the land,
These arrangements were carried out faithfully, and
the sale of lots began.,

To set operations in motion, the Town-site
company agreed to build and donate the use of a
court house, 1t was built about 200 feet south
of the present Lord's iHardware. The building
was a frame structure 16 by 24, one story and
served the purpose of town hall, community
meeting place and church as well as the courthouse,
The hotel was a one story building at first but
was changed to three stories as time went by.

The store was build on the west side and still
stands as the old hardware building now, The lumber
and other materials for these buildings were
freighted from Plum Creek, now Lexington, Nebr,

At the end of 1873, these three buildings
made up the entire business section of the town,

The territorial limits of Red Willow county, as
defined by the legislature were the same as
they now exist, 24 by 30 miles,

Indianola received its name at the suggestion
of Issac J. Starbuck in honor of his home .town,
Indianola, lowa,

One of the first things on the agenda of the
county officers was the purchase of a stove.
There was not a single stove for sale nearer than
Lowell, Nebraska, The county had no funds; no
taxes to be assessed, So you can imagine the
feelings of the officers as they sat in the court
house that chilly day without a stove or money,
Ancd to make their troubles more depressing,
there was the added doubt concerning the new



county's credit with the merchants in Lowell,

On Octber, 30 1873, the County Board instructed
the clerk to negotiate for the purchase of a
stove for county use, They offered a "Certificate
of Indebtedness" for the stove for 80 cents on
the dollar and the Lowell merchant accepted,

Some of the county's "Firsts" were: First
wedding performed by E, S, Hill when he married
Willjiam Fitch and Estelle Nettleton, The first
death was that of a child, Lena Cversacher; the
first man to die was Mr, Thomas who was killed
by lightning while feeding a calfj the first
birth was Edna, the daughter of Mr, & Mrs,
Williams; the first postoffice in the county with
Royal Buck as postmaster; the first tax levied
on July 6, 1874 containing the following: 5 mills,
for county, 6 mills for state, a road poll of $2
was imposed on men under 50 years of age, payable
in cash or with one day's labor; also, a road
land tax of $4 per quarter section, likewise
payable in cash or labor at $2 per day.

It is told that the success of the new community
was due to the fact that the leaders were Christian
men and women, Sunday School classes were
started both at the Red Willow camp and Indianola,
A minister named George McElroy homesteaded north
of town and began preaching in tents, dugouts,
log rcabins and in the court house,

During the year of 1873, the settlement of the
county had been great and a great deal of the
choicest lands were taken up along the streams
of the county.

(AN
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EARLY POST OFFICES AND MAIL ROUTES

FOR

RED WILLOW COUNTY

The first post office in the county was
established at Red Willow and Royal Buck was
appointed postmaster in April, 1872,

The second office-was Indianola, established

in the summer of 1873,

It was housed in the first

court house built by the land company about 100 ft,
south of Lord's Hardware,

APPOINTMENT DATES OF POSTMASTERS

Red Willow

Discontinued

Indianola

4.22-1872
8-22-1881
5-20-1884
8- 1-1900
8-31-1912

6-25-1873
1-22-1874
6- 7-1875
5- 2-1876
10- 9-1876
9-24-1879
9-23-1880
4-17-1882
1-30-1883
8-13-1885
8-17-1889
1-19-1890
1-15-1895
1-14-1898
7-16-1914
12-19-1923
7- 1-1926
8= 5-1935
8-27-1954

8- 5-1973

Royal Buck
George Leeland
Mrs. E, Heclen
M. B, Filey
Mail to McCook

Alfred Shaw
Phillip Allison
G. Seward Bishop
Oliver H, Coob
George H, Jones
Robert Creswell
John J, Mallon
M. Y. Starbuck

G ™ S . BiShDP
Michael Cavanaugh
Elias Peterman
Wm, H, Smith

J. V, Harrison
Wm, A, MecCool
Ralph Duckworth
Benjamin Smith
Adelaide Rollins
B. A, Quigley
Russell J, Dow
DeVona Kelly




PROGRESS OF THE COUNTY

During the year 1873, the choicest lands had
been taken up and the crops were fair,

In 1874, the grasshoppers appeared and cleaned
out the crops. Aid from the East had to be
brought in to suffice until harvest the next year,

Everything passed quietly during 1875 but the
crop yield was light,

The first District Court was held April 28,1875
with Judge Gaslin presiding. A very short docket
and soon disposed of, The grand jury found no
bills of indictment and the judge, in discharging
the jury, said he was not aware that during the
four years the county has been organized any
criminal cases arising in the county have been
tried elsewhere, and the fact that no persons are
held on bail and the grand jury find no bills is a
high testimonial in favor of the moral character
of this people. It is also proper to add in
connection that only two fines for violation of law
have been adjudged and collected in the county,
one for $10 and the other for $15,

In 1877, a very good crop was planted and the
yield was fair to average.

A great addition to the population was made in
1878 and a large crop was planted and a fair
average yield,

In 1879, the railroad was nearing the county and
a big influx of immigrants arrived and took up
most of the vacant land,

In the spring of 1880, the railroad was finished
as far as Indianola and this was the terminus for
a while., This caused more new settlers and in June
the population was upward of 3000, In the fall,
R. B. Daley was elected representative in the
legislature from this district. This was the
first time the district had a representative,

A bridge across the Republican at Indianola was
built in the spring of 1881, The crops were poor
and the railroad having extended through the county
the excitement died down and progress was at a
standstill, The settlers were fast learning that
they could not depend on crops alone so resorted
to bringing in stock to supplant their crops. The
raisers made money and those who could support it,
brought in more stock,




EXCERPTS FROM GEORGE HILL'S STORY

The question of removing the Court House took
six years to settle with McCook finally winning
the election.

It is an outstanding trait of American charcter,
notably apparent in the pioneers of the West, that
men will fight hard and go to extreme lengths in
their pursuit of their desires and the attainment
of their ends, The earliest settlers of the
county displayed this intense determination to
retain possession of so coveted prize as the
County seat,

With the arrival of the B & M railroad in 1880
the rapid and permanent settlement began, Indianola,
already a lusty town was the terminus of the
railroad and the county seat, After pausing
a year at Indianola, the railroad was extended
to Denver and the location of a division point
and repair shops came up for consideration.
Indianola and Culbertson were both contenders for
the prize, but failed and through the efforts of
H., C. Rider, one of the early settlers of lMcCook,
the railroad decided on McCook.

With the advantage of the railroad influence
and a large shop and train force of employees,
McCook grew rapidly and soon became the largest
town in the county,

In a few years rumors were heard of a move to
have a county seat election, Both sides did
everything possible, legally to promote their
side of the conflict,

Relocation of a county seat requiring by law,
three-fifths of the total vote., The election
was very close and the results hinged on an
interpretation of the law governing the discrepancy
of 31 ballots, The final decis ion gave McCook
the county seat,

£




REPERCUSSIONS OF MASSACRE CANYON
By E. S, Hill .

One morning in August, 1873, 1 was sitting in the
open door pulling on mygboots, when a cavalcade of
defeated Indians came along the wagon trail,

They rode up to my house and scared my wife and
neighbors who was visiting, J. W, Williams, a
trail agent rode up and made the Indians go back
to the trail, as he seemed to have the authority
over the Redmen,

The Indian fight at Massacre Canyon furnished
the starting point for the Indianola cemetery,.
Casualties among the Pawnees were very heavy,
especially among the squaws and papooses, Among
the number left on the battlefield for dead was a
young squaw whose child had been killed, She
herself was wounded but had managed to crawl to
the trail and was picked up by a hunter with a

team and wagon, The trail led to a house occupied !
by L. B, Korn living about one half mile west of
what is now Indianola, The hunter prevailed on

Mr, Adn Mrs. Korn to take charge of. the failing
squaw and do what they could for her. The squaw
could speak and understand a few words of English,

The squaw was unwilling to go into®the house and
she was provided a shelter under a wagon near
the house, Dr, J., S. Shaw, a doctor living on
a homestead, was summoned and he attended the
squaw faithfully, From the first, it was seen
that the squaw could not recover and after
several days of intense suffering, she passed on
to the Indian's Happy Hunting Grounds, among
strangers with her sad fate probably never known
to her people.

A rude coffin was constructed out of rough
boards and she was laid away on a high knoll
overlooking the Republican valley, The grave was
located on land that is now owned by J. P. Reiter
of Indianola, The grave was marked with wooden
posts and a rock until interested Indianocla
citizens surrounded it with a nest iron fence,




EXCERPTS FROM G. C. HILL'S HISTORICAL SKETCH
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rairies were white with buffalo bones,
living buffaloes could be seen at any
e of the day in immense herds, traveling to
iver for water, and then scattering in all
:_c:s to graze on the limitless prairies,
ee them yet, greet humped, shaggy animals,
now r"‘lvule S, now in-swift flight, with some
hunter in hot pursuit.
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ther memory that lingers is the terrible
that often swept across the country, They
most dreaded of all dangers that beset
rs, Many & time we had to fight these
ne point of physical exhaustion to
omes and.fields.
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ne year of 1876, when the scant crops were
A;nt their best and most promising, was the
r of the greatcst grasshopper plague. The
ts suddenly appeared in great clouds that
obscured the sun and for two days were present
in such numbers that the sky looked black.
Suddenly they alighted and attacked the growing
crops in such numbers that everything was eaten
to the ground in one day with stumps partly gone,
Not a vestige of green leaf or stock remained.
So greedy were the hoppers that wood-handled
tools were gnawed until unusuable, Some three
inches in léngth,
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Then there were the hot winds and dry summers,
Scientists tell us that climate does not change,
I cannot believe this as I am positive we have
never seen in recent years,,such extreme climactic
conditions as were common in those early days,

Red Willow County passed through the "horse-
thief" stage of development, when the theft of a
£$10 horse was the blackest crime a man could
commit, I recall these hectic years when a
certain set of hard-boiled men terrorized the
community and considered themselves above the law,
Innocent men were sometimes suspected of their
crimes and some hed to leave the country.




)THERS

THE PIONEER MC

The bravest battles that ever were fought,
cell yOU where and when?

d you w—lL find it not--
of men.

il

motners

Or 1
-le shot,
htier peny
ot ord or Lheught
eloguent men,
it deep in some patient mother®s heart
A woman who could not yield,
But silently, cheerfully bore her part,
Aye, there is the battlefield,
song,

No marshalling troops, no bivouac
No banners to flaunt and wave,

But oh, their battles, they last so long,
From the cradle ever to the grave.

Author Unknown




The following is a newspaper clipping dated Oct,
1874,

AT this dedication there was read also, the
"First Report to State Superintendent":

October, 1874

Mr, J. M, McKenzie:

Our county was organized only a year ago last
May.

I have labored under peculiar difficulties for
one year, the 14t of this month, Have succeeded in
some respects, but the great want is school
houses; we have no money to build with., We
have but one in the county. 1t is of sod, 16x20
in the clear, Five of the other districts voted
to build, but the grasshoppers have caused a
delay,

The text book question causes me much anxious
thought, and I am yet undecided what course to
pursue, The settlers are from all parts of the
Union and have brought with them such books as
they had, Consequently we have a great variety
and they nearly all feel too poor to get new
ones, I believe it would be well for each diste
rict to purchase and own the text books allowing
the scholars to use them, There could then be
a uniformity of books and parents having large
families would not feel the burden,

I believe we must enforce attendance by law,
Some parents seem to think they are doing the
teacher a kindness in sending their children
regularly to school or not even sending them at
all, Generally, however parents and officers
take a deep interest in the education of their
children,

We hope to do much the coming year,

Respectfully yours,
G. B, Nettleton,
County Superintendent




The following is a newspaper clipping about the
first Christmas out west,

OLDEST SETTLER'S FIRST CHRISTMAS

Buffalo Meat and Regular Fare in First Yuletide
Celebration County

E. S, Hill 93-year=-old pioneer settler in Red
Willow county residing in Indianola, told this
morning of his first Christmas spent in Red Willow
county in 1872, with nothing outside the usual
fare for the Christmas dinner and 120 miles from
the nearest source of provisions,

"There were eight adults and three children,”
said Mr, Hill, "representing four families and
nearly all the people in Indianola or in the
county at that time." At present there are five
of those 11 people alive, Besides Mr, Hill, Mrs.
Hill, their son, G, C, Hill of McCoek, kirs, A, =5,
Little of Los Angles, and L, B, Korn of West
Plains, Mo.

Mrs, William Berger planned the dinner and
invited the group to the meal, to which each of the
housewives contributed the best of her means, but
which was then only the most meagre of fares,
and similar in every way to the every-day meal
of the early settler here, Buffalo meat as the
entree was the only article on the menu recalled
by Mr, Hill,

"The Berger's lived southeast of Indianola and
we had to cross the Republican to get to the farm
Mr, Hill said, "As it was bitter cold the party
made the crossing on the ice of the river, there
being no bridges. At that time there were
probably six or eight families in Indianola,"




FIRST COUFLE MARRIED IN COUNTY

TC OBSERVE WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

Mr, and Mrs, W, S, Fitch, early day residents
of Red Willow county and the first couple to
be married in the county will celebrate their
fifry-fifth wedding anniversary at their home,
1360 Smith street, Kingsburg, Calif, March 26,

Mr, and Mrs, Fitch were married at the home of
Mrs. Fitch's parents, Mr, and Mrs, G. B,
Nettleton, by E, S, Hill, the first county judge
of Red Willow county., Judge Hill, according to
his son, G, C, Hill, who was one of those present
at the ceremony, had to make the trip from his
home to the Nettleton home in an old spring
wagon, As the Nettletons lived about four
miles south of McCook, the Republican river
necessarily had to be forded, The wedding took
place in the home which was first built on the
Nettleton homestead, partly sod and partly log,
Mr, Fitch himself was a homesteader and was running
a small =tore in addition to maintaining his farm,
He still has possession of his homestead, which
is now occupied by his son, Carol.
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by J. S. Fhillips. The photo was taken at a
Thanksgiving Day dinner in the mid 1880's,

Included in the pictures are: John Welborns,

E. S, Hills, J, S, Phillips, who came here in 1879,
C. S. Quick and C, A, Hotze, :
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Front view of E. S. Hill house. It was
torn down in July, 1973.






