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THIS SOUVENIR BOOKLET IS DEDICATED
TO
THE OLD SETTLERS

God Bless Them
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Red Willow County
Legally Conceived

One Century Ago

One hundred years ago, today, Gov. Robert W. Furnas signed his name to
a proclamation calling an election in the then-unorganized county of Red
Willow. In commemoration of the occasion’s centennial, the GAZETTE is

reprinting the original proclamation in its entirety. The words, recorded
March 27, 1873, follow:

PROCLAMATION

Whereas, a number of the cltizens of the unorganized
County of Red Willow have united in a petition asking
that an election be called for the purpose of choosing
County officers preliminary to the organization of said
County. _

Therefore, I, Robert W. Furnas, Governor of the State
of Nebraska, by virtue of the authority in me vested do
hereby order an election be held in sald County af Red
Willow at such store or residence as the Judges of
election herein named shall designate, on Tuesday, the
twenty-seventh day of May, A. D. 1873, for the purpose
of choosing three (3) County Commissioners, One (1)
County Clerk, One (1) County Treasurer, One (1) Sheriff,
One (1) Probate Judge, One (1) Surveyor, One (1)
County Superintendent of Schools, One (1) Coroner,
three (3) Judges of Election and two (2) Clerks of
Election.

And | do further designate and appoint Washington M.
Hinman, Edward §. Hill and Leslie H. Lawton as Judges,
John Byfield and Joseph Berger as Clerks to conduct said
election In accordance with "An act for the organization
of Counties” approved June 24th, 1867 and the election
laws of this sfate.

In testimony whereof, | have hereunto set my hand
and caused fo be affixed the Great Seal of the Stafe of
Nebraska, Done at Lincoln this twenty-seventh day of
March, A.D. 1873.
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WESW COURT EOoUSE

N

INDIANOLA, FRIDAY EVENING, DEC. 23, 1881,

Committee on Invitation.

W. Z. Tavior, Culbertson; M. H. Cavenasn, Dandary; T, F, Ban-
cocK, Cambridge: Frep BoenwER, Arapahos: W. I..
McCrary, Stockville: 8. H. CoLviN, Fairview:

C.D. Crawer and C. 8 Quick,

Indianola,

to attend,




HISTORY OF THE CLD SETTLERS
PICNIC

Gathering every year to renew old friendships
and acquaintances, the pioneers who aided in the
early development of Red Willow county meet in the
annual 0Old Settlers' picnic at Indianola,

The re-unions have been conducted for the past 71
years, Started and operated first by the Red
Willow Old Settlers®' association, the affair has
of late been the project of the Indianola community,
It was founded by the late Kate Thomas, At first
there was no regular date set, but it was usually
held in August, Now it is set up so that the
third Thursday of August is the date to remember,

In the earlier Old Settlers®' Ficnic, contests
and programs were arranged for the veterans, Old
Pardners vie for honors at horseshoe and other battles
settling disputes of physical prowess that have
lived through the years,

Speeches by the early pioneers or their descend-
ants were scheduled on each occasion to honor those
who returned as well as those who were unable to sit
on the benches during the occasion, Younger
citizens of the county and those who had descended
from the original stock, did their bit to make the
old timers feel that their struggles were not in
vain,

In 1973 for our centennial, we've planned a big
day of intertainment, for everyone from the small
fry to the "old settler", There will be such
things as:

THRESHING MACHINE EXHIBITION

FREE BAR-B=-QUE

BURINESSMAN'S PIE THROW

PARADE .

OLD SETTLERS MEETING-GYM SENATOR LEWIS

HORSE SHOE PITCHING CONTEST

BALL GAMES

MOTORCYCLE EVENT

FROG JUMPING CONTEST

STAGE SHOW AND DANCE

CRAFT AND HOBBY SHOW

HORSE SHOW

RIFLE AND ARCHERY CONTEST
Hope to see you there.
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VERSION OF RED WILLOW COUNTY TAKEN FROM
"HISTORY OF NEBRASKA™

In the fall of 1871, a company was formed in
braska City for the purpose of making a
lement somewhere on the Republican Valley,

-GO of which Eﬂ was at once paid in, The

officers were as follows: President, Royal Buck;

tary, B, M. Davenport; treasurer, J. D.
irectors: Dr, J, N. Converse, John

s, W, ¥, Jones, John F, Black, Samuel

J. D. Magison and V, S. Utley.

{w ]

per lj, 1871, the Board of Directors
oyal Buck to orgenize an exploring
ocating party from among the directors and
the party to consist of not less
ers with Lathrup Ellis as enginser
, to proceed to the Republican
elect a location and to survey for
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‘dingly, Royal Buck set to work at once to
ize a party, which, besides himself, con-
ed of John Roberts, J., F. Black, John Long-
er, William Byfield and others, Preparations
at once made for the trip and two wagons
loaded with provisions for thirty days and
ed in charge J, M, Davis and L.. K. Sittler,
were ordered to proceed to Sutton, Thils
did and on the 9th of November, the
lnuer of the party left Nebraska City
iving at Sutton the next day, On the 1llth,
started for the West, They arrived on the
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They soent the next day making examinations
end selected a site on the east side of Red
Willow Creek, But upon making some surveys,
was found to be a school-land section so they
selected the site on the west side of the Creek,




After the examining and locating party returned
to Nebraska City and made tneir report, the
company resolved to at once take measures to
jnduce settlement, John Roberts was employed
at a salary of 7100 per month to serve &as
Superintendent of the affairs of thne company. .
Proceeding upon his duties, a town was at once
laid out, modeled after the city of Lincoln,
Nebraska, The town site was large wide streets
were laid out and named, then it was filed in
the United States Land Office at Beatrice,.

The State Degislature was in session and a
bill was framed to orgm ize & county, 2l miles
north and south and 30 miles east and west
and its name shouild be Red Willow County. John
Roberts, the superintendent, was sent to Lincoln
to lobby and get his site through the legislat-
ure, Though Roberts tried hard, he failed with
the idea at that session, Then the company
tried to get a United States Land Office at the
site of their new town, but in this they were
unsuccessful,

A newspaper designed more especially to adver-
tise their county plan, was started by the
company in 1872 and called the Red Willow Gazette.
The paper was edited and published in Nebraska
City and lots of editions were sent East to
advertise the advantages of the proposed county
of Red Villow to all who contemplated settling
in Nebraska,

BB EBEBEBBEEBBE

In the spring of 1872, W. W, Jones was sent to
survey the town site as platted, into lots. But
nothing ever came of this, Dissensions arose
and the funds of the campany failing, and none
desired to invest anymore in a scheme where the
prospects were a gamble, the company failed and
was dissolved. In 1873 the site was contested
and some of the members of the compeny re-home-
steaded the site,

In the spring of 1873, quite a heavy immigration
commemced, Indianola was officially named the

county seat on May 27, 1873 and
s L 4 73 surveying of



The following are letters sent to General
Livingston:

Oct. 2nd., 1869

Dear Sir:

I found Buck's lines not run, My only recourse
was to run them, I randomed south to the state
line, then ran a line meridian north 24 miles,
then randomed east on the parallel, Found no
sign of Buck until I came to the standard cor-
ner east, Found then alot of stakes evidently
cut when the bark would peel freely, Traced up
his wagon tracks about 3 miles and found where
he had camped on a creek evidently two nights on
the north side and one night on the south side,
which was all the trace of him I found except a
water keg at his second camp, I will not remain
here long, My escort has left me as their time
was up and rations exhausted, 1 applied for
another, If 1 do not get it, I will have to leave
contract unfinished, as I cannot finish it
without an escort, as the country is full of
Indians, We have had to fight our way through all
this trip, even with an escort,

Your friend,
W.E. Daugherty

North FPlatte, Oct. 11, 1869

Dear Sir:

I recieved word yesterday that General Duncan
had captured some stock from the Indians, and I
went to McPherson today thinking that 1 might
find my mules, but all I got was my tripod legs,

While there, Lieut, Hayes informed me that
Lieut, Haskins found, he supposed 30 miles from
McPherson S,E, or East of South, two tripods and
camp equippage and some canned fruit, This was
eight days ago, The camp had the appearance of
being deserted, He also saw parts of the wagon,
I think from his description of the country and
the time he was traveling from there to Platte
river that the distance was nearer 50 miles
than 30, and that it was on the same creek that
I was where he had camped,




The early history of Red Willow county is a tale
of the affairs of true pioneers and their trials
and hardships in developing the communitiées, Few
men remain who can relate with authority, the
happenings that brought about the transformation
of barren prairie to fertile fields,

The facts below were compiled by George C, Hill
after many months of research and publicized in
May of 1927,

The occupation and development of the great
western two-thirds of the nation is, to my mind,
the great American epic; not more thrilling,
perhaps, than the settlement and progress of our
forefathers along the eastern coast, but of far
more interest to us of the midwest The greatest
day in history, for western men and women, was
the day upon which our great president, Abraham
Lincoln, stood on the bluffs of the Missouri River
and pointing his finger west-ward said, "Build the
Union Pacific Railroad to the Pacific Ocean from
this point", That order was carried out with
many hardships and loss of lives but it was
finished,

Washington Hinman brought a portable saw mill
from North Platte and located it in a grove of
timber about 3 miles southwest of where Indianola
now stands, The mill was a great help in furn-
ishing rough green timber for the settlers, For
that reason, there were few sod houses around
Indianola,

T B e R T EEE

In the spring of 1873, Governor Furnas appointed
E. S, Hill, Washington Hinman and Leslie Lawton,
special commissibners to call for an election to
locate a county seat, for Red Willow County and
temporary county officers, This election was held
on May 29, 1873, in a log house on the claim of
William Morris, now the J, J., Hadley farm, in the
valley some three miles west of the present city
of Indianola, Personal notice was given each
elector by one other of the Governor's commiss-
joners, The vote cast was practically 100% of the
eligible voters, 63 in all.

The temporary county officers elected at this
time were: E, S, Hill, judge; 1. J. Starbuck, clerk;

George Hunter, sheriff; J. E. Berger, treasurerj




G, B. Nettleton, county superintendent of schools;
William Berger, William Fitch and B, F., Bradley,
commissioners,

During the summer of 1873, D, N, Smith, President
of the Republican Valley Land Association
(organized by the railroad) came to purchase
land from the early settlers. He entered into
bonds of 510,000 to deed to the county 100 lots
for the location of the county buildings., He
entered into a contract with E, S, Hill whereby
Mr, Hill was to deed 80 acres of his land to Mr,
Smith's company, and after the same had been
platted for a townsite, Hill was to receive
one-fourth of the lots in payment for the land,
These arrangements were carried out faithfully, and
the sale of lots began.,

To set operations in motion, the Town-site
company agreed to build and donate the use of a
court house, 1t was built about 200 feet south
of the present Lord's iHardware. The building
was a frame structure 16 by 24, one story and
served the purpose of town hall, community
meeting place and church as well as the courthouse,
The hotel was a one story building at first but
was changed to three stories as time went by.

The store was build on the west side and still
stands as the old hardware building now, The lumber
and other materials for these buildings were
freighted from Plum Creek, now Lexington, Nebr,

At the end of 1873, these three buildings
made up the entire business section of the town,

The territorial limits of Red Willow county, as
defined by the legislature were the same as
they now exist, 24 by 30 miles,

Indianola received its name at the suggestion
of Issac J. Starbuck in honor of his home .town,
Indianola, lowa,

One of the first things on the agenda of the
county officers was the purchase of a stove.
There was not a single stove for sale nearer than
Lowell, Nebraska, The county had no funds; no
taxes to be assessed, So you can imagine the
feelings of the officers as they sat in the court
house that chilly day without a stove or money,
Ancd to make their troubles more depressing,
there was the added doubt concerning the new



county's credit with the merchants in Lowell,

On Octber, 30 1873, the County Board instructed
the clerk to negotiate for the purchase of a
stove for county use, They offered a "Certificate
of Indebtedness" for the stove for 80 cents on
the dollar and the Lowell merchant accepted,

Some of the county's "Firsts" were: First
wedding performed by E, S, Hill when he married
Willjiam Fitch and Estelle Nettleton, The first
death was that of a child, Lena Cversacher; the
first man to die was Mr, Thomas who was killed
by lightning while feeding a calfj the first
birth was Edna, the daughter of Mr, & Mrs,
Williams; the first postoffice in the county with
Royal Buck as postmaster; the first tax levied
on July 6, 1874 containing the following: 5 mills,
for county, 6 mills for state, a road poll of $2
was imposed on men under 50 years of age, payable
in cash or with one day's labor; also, a road
land tax of $4 per quarter section, likewise
payable in cash or labor at $2 per day.

It is told that the success of the new community
was due to the fact that the leaders were Christian
men and women, Sunday School classes were
started both at the Red Willow camp and Indianola,
A minister named George McElroy homesteaded north
of town and began preaching in tents, dugouts,
log rcabins and in the court house,

During the year of 1873, the settlement of the
county had been great and a great deal of the
choicest lands were taken up along the streams
of the county.

(AN
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EARLY POST OFFICES AND MAIL ROUTES

FOR

RED WILLOW COUNTY

The first post office in the county was
established at Red Willow and Royal Buck was
appointed postmaster in April, 1872,

The second office-was Indianola, established

in the summer of 1873,

It was housed in the first

court house built by the land company about 100 ft,
south of Lord's Hardware,

APPOINTMENT DATES OF POSTMASTERS

Red Willow

Discontinued

Indianola

4.22-1872
8-22-1881
5-20-1884
8- 1-1900
8-31-1912

6-25-1873
1-22-1874
6- 7-1875
5- 2-1876
10- 9-1876
9-24-1879
9-23-1880
4-17-1882
1-30-1883
8-13-1885
8-17-1889
1-19-1890
1-15-1895
1-14-1898
7-16-1914
12-19-1923
7- 1-1926
8= 5-1935
8-27-1954

8- 5-1973

Royal Buck
George Leeland
Mrs. E, Heclen
M. B, Filey
Mail to McCook

Alfred Shaw
Phillip Allison
G. Seward Bishop
Oliver H, Coob
George H, Jones
Robert Creswell
John J, Mallon
M. Y. Starbuck

G ™ S . BiShDP
Michael Cavanaugh
Elias Peterman
Wm, H, Smith

J. V, Harrison
Wm, A, MecCool
Ralph Duckworth
Benjamin Smith
Adelaide Rollins
B. A, Quigley
Russell J, Dow
DeVona Kelly




PROGRESS OF THE COUNTY

During the year 1873, the choicest lands had
been taken up and the crops were fair,

In 1874, the grasshoppers appeared and cleaned
out the crops. Aid from the East had to be
brought in to suffice until harvest the next year,

Everything passed quietly during 1875 but the
crop yield was light,

The first District Court was held April 28,1875
with Judge Gaslin presiding. A very short docket
and soon disposed of, The grand jury found no
bills of indictment and the judge, in discharging
the jury, said he was not aware that during the
four years the county has been organized any
criminal cases arising in the county have been
tried elsewhere, and the fact that no persons are
held on bail and the grand jury find no bills is a
high testimonial in favor of the moral character
of this people. It is also proper to add in
connection that only two fines for violation of law
have been adjudged and collected in the county,
one for $10 and the other for $15,

In 1877, a very good crop was planted and the
yield was fair to average.

A great addition to the population was made in
1878 and a large crop was planted and a fair
average yield,

In 1879, the railroad was nearing the county and
a big influx of immigrants arrived and took up
most of the vacant land,

In the spring of 1880, the railroad was finished
as far as Indianola and this was the terminus for
a while., This caused more new settlers and in June
the population was upward of 3000, In the fall,
R. B. Daley was elected representative in the
legislature from this district. This was the
first time the district had a representative,

A bridge across the Republican at Indianola was
built in the spring of 1881, The crops were poor
and the railroad having extended through the county
the excitement died down and progress was at a
standstill, The settlers were fast learning that
they could not depend on crops alone so resorted
to bringing in stock to supplant their crops. The
raisers made money and those who could support it,
brought in more stock,




EXCERPTS FROM GEORGE HILL'S STORY

The question of removing the Court House took
six years to settle with McCook finally winning
the election.

It is an outstanding trait of American charcter,
notably apparent in the pioneers of the West, that
men will fight hard and go to extreme lengths in
their pursuit of their desires and the attainment
of their ends, The earliest settlers of the
county displayed this intense determination to
retain possession of so coveted prize as the
County seat,

With the arrival of the B & M railroad in 1880
the rapid and permanent settlement began, Indianola,
already a lusty town was the terminus of the
railroad and the county seat, After pausing
a year at Indianola, the railroad was extended
to Denver and the location of a division point
and repair shops came up for consideration.
Indianola and Culbertson were both contenders for
the prize, but failed and through the efforts of
H., C. Rider, one of the early settlers of lMcCook,
the railroad decided on McCook.

With the advantage of the railroad influence
and a large shop and train force of employees,
McCook grew rapidly and soon became the largest
town in the county,

In a few years rumors were heard of a move to
have a county seat election, Both sides did
everything possible, legally to promote their
side of the conflict,

Relocation of a county seat requiring by law,
three-fifths of the total vote., The election
was very close and the results hinged on an
interpretation of the law governing the discrepancy
of 31 ballots, The final decis ion gave McCook
the county seat,

£




REPERCUSSIONS OF MASSACRE CANYON
By E. S, Hill .

One morning in August, 1873, 1 was sitting in the
open door pulling on mygboots, when a cavalcade of
defeated Indians came along the wagon trail,

They rode up to my house and scared my wife and
neighbors who was visiting, J. W, Williams, a
trail agent rode up and made the Indians go back
to the trail, as he seemed to have the authority
over the Redmen,

The Indian fight at Massacre Canyon furnished
the starting point for the Indianola cemetery,.
Casualties among the Pawnees were very heavy,
especially among the squaws and papooses, Among
the number left on the battlefield for dead was a
young squaw whose child had been killed, She
herself was wounded but had managed to crawl to
the trail and was picked up by a hunter with a

team and wagon, The trail led to a house occupied !
by L. B, Korn living about one half mile west of
what is now Indianola, The hunter prevailed on

Mr, Adn Mrs. Korn to take charge of. the failing
squaw and do what they could for her. The squaw
could speak and understand a few words of English,

The squaw was unwilling to go into®the house and
she was provided a shelter under a wagon near
the house, Dr, J., S. Shaw, a doctor living on
a homestead, was summoned and he attended the
squaw faithfully, From the first, it was seen
that the squaw could not recover and after
several days of intense suffering, she passed on
to the Indian's Happy Hunting Grounds, among
strangers with her sad fate probably never known
to her people.

A rude coffin was constructed out of rough
boards and she was laid away on a high knoll
overlooking the Republican valley, The grave was
located on land that is now owned by J. P. Reiter
of Indianola, The grave was marked with wooden
posts and a rock until interested Indianocla
citizens surrounded it with a nest iron fence,




EXCERPTS FROM G. C. HILL'S HISTORICAL SKETCH
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rairies were white with buffalo bones,
living buffaloes could be seen at any
e of the day in immense herds, traveling to
iver for water, and then scattering in all
:_c:s to graze on the limitless prairies,
ee them yet, greet humped, shaggy animals,
now r"‘lvule S, now in-swift flight, with some
hunter in hot pursuit.
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ther memory that lingers is the terrible
that often swept across the country, They
most dreaded of all dangers that beset
rs, Many & time we had to fight these
ne point of physical exhaustion to
omes and.fields.
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ne year of 1876, when the scant crops were
A;nt their best and most promising, was the
r of the greatcst grasshopper plague. The
ts suddenly appeared in great clouds that
obscured the sun and for two days were present
in such numbers that the sky looked black.
Suddenly they alighted and attacked the growing
crops in such numbers that everything was eaten
to the ground in one day with stumps partly gone,
Not a vestige of green leaf or stock remained.
So greedy were the hoppers that wood-handled
tools were gnawed until unusuable, Some three
inches in léngth,
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Then there were the hot winds and dry summers,
Scientists tell us that climate does not change,
I cannot believe this as I am positive we have
never seen in recent years,,such extreme climactic
conditions as were common in those early days,

Red Willow County passed through the "horse-
thief" stage of development, when the theft of a
£$10 horse was the blackest crime a man could
commit, I recall these hectic years when a
certain set of hard-boiled men terrorized the
community and considered themselves above the law,
Innocent men were sometimes suspected of their
crimes and some hed to leave the country.




)THERS

THE PIONEER MC

The bravest battles that ever were fought,
cell yOU where and when?

d you w—lL find it not--
of men.

il

motners

Or 1
-le shot,
htier peny
ot ord or Lheught
eloguent men,
it deep in some patient mother®s heart
A woman who could not yield,
But silently, cheerfully bore her part,
Aye, there is the battlefield,
song,

No marshalling troops, no bivouac
No banners to flaunt and wave,

But oh, their battles, they last so long,
From the cradle ever to the grave.

Author Unknown




The following is a newspaper clipping dated Oct,
1874,

AT this dedication there was read also, the
"First Report to State Superintendent":

October, 1874

Mr, J. M, McKenzie:

Our county was organized only a year ago last
May.

I have labored under peculiar difficulties for
one year, the 14t of this month, Have succeeded in
some respects, but the great want is school
houses; we have no money to build with., We
have but one in the county. 1t is of sod, 16x20
in the clear, Five of the other districts voted
to build, but the grasshoppers have caused a
delay,

The text book question causes me much anxious
thought, and I am yet undecided what course to
pursue, The settlers are from all parts of the
Union and have brought with them such books as
they had, Consequently we have a great variety
and they nearly all feel too poor to get new
ones, I believe it would be well for each diste
rict to purchase and own the text books allowing
the scholars to use them, There could then be
a uniformity of books and parents having large
families would not feel the burden,

I believe we must enforce attendance by law,
Some parents seem to think they are doing the
teacher a kindness in sending their children
regularly to school or not even sending them at
all, Generally, however parents and officers
take a deep interest in the education of their
children,

We hope to do much the coming year,

Respectfully yours,
G. B, Nettleton,
County Superintendent




The following is a newspaper clipping about the
first Christmas out west,

OLDEST SETTLER'S FIRST CHRISTMAS

Buffalo Meat and Regular Fare in First Yuletide
Celebration County

E. S, Hill 93-year=-old pioneer settler in Red
Willow county residing in Indianola, told this
morning of his first Christmas spent in Red Willow
county in 1872, with nothing outside the usual
fare for the Christmas dinner and 120 miles from
the nearest source of provisions,

"There were eight adults and three children,”
said Mr, Hill, "representing four families and
nearly all the people in Indianola or in the
county at that time." At present there are five
of those 11 people alive, Besides Mr, Hill, Mrs.
Hill, their son, G, C, Hill of McCoek, kirs, A, =5,
Little of Los Angles, and L, B, Korn of West
Plains, Mo.

Mrs, William Berger planned the dinner and
invited the group to the meal, to which each of the
housewives contributed the best of her means, but
which was then only the most meagre of fares,
and similar in every way to the every-day meal
of the early settler here, Buffalo meat as the
entree was the only article on the menu recalled
by Mr, Hill,

"The Berger's lived southeast of Indianola and
we had to cross the Republican to get to the farm
Mr, Hill said, "As it was bitter cold the party
made the crossing on the ice of the river, there
being no bridges. At that time there were
probably six or eight families in Indianola,"




FIRST COUFLE MARRIED IN COUNTY

TC OBSERVE WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

Mr, and Mrs, W, S, Fitch, early day residents
of Red Willow county and the first couple to
be married in the county will celebrate their
fifry-fifth wedding anniversary at their home,
1360 Smith street, Kingsburg, Calif, March 26,

Mr, and Mrs, Fitch were married at the home of
Mrs. Fitch's parents, Mr, and Mrs, G. B,
Nettleton, by E, S, Hill, the first county judge
of Red Willow county., Judge Hill, according to
his son, G, C, Hill, who was one of those present
at the ceremony, had to make the trip from his
home to the Nettleton home in an old spring
wagon, As the Nettletons lived about four
miles south of McCook, the Republican river
necessarily had to be forded, The wedding took
place in the home which was first built on the
Nettleton homestead, partly sod and partly log,
Mr, Fitch himself was a homesteader and was running
a small =tore in addition to maintaining his farm,
He still has possession of his homestead, which
is now occupied by his son, Carol.
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by J. S. Fhillips. The photo was taken at a
Thanksgiving Day dinner in the mid 1880's,

Included in the pictures are: John Welborns,

E. S, Hills, J, S, Phillips, who came here in 1879,
C. S. Quick and C, A, Hotze, :
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Front view of E. S. Hill house. It was
torn down in July, 1973.



JOE McKIVER FEED BARN

This was located just east of the Norman Hotel,
the Carpenter Funeral Home now stands there,

Pictured with his horses is Joe McKiver and in
the background from right to left: Joe Dolan,

Built in 1881 by W, H, McCartney, this building
has served many purposes over the years, It has
housed dry goods and general merchandise during
the early years. Joe Uerling had a grocery store
here adding the meat locker in 1942, His son,
Jerry, currently owns the Uerling Locker,

The upstairs was used as Indianola's Opera Hous:
and for many community and school affairs, Late
it was used as living quarters. The top story
was recently removed during remodeling.




1 know of no more fitting close to these remarks,
than the reading of some lines of a local product
and a very good friend of mine, William H, Hotze,
1f you can find the poem he wrote called, "The
Professional", you will see he was qualified by
early environment and observation to pen a true
picture of the early settlers. Photo taken 1920,

Mr, & Mrs, E, S, Hill and their grown children
George and Lena

Mr, and Mrs, Hill in front of their once lavish
home which was a landmark in the early days, This
building stood for almost 100 years and was razed
in July, 1973,

BB BB BBEBEEBEREBERERERER




_er’s report dated 1856 shows she

wried and that sam2 week headed
for far off Nebraska
| driving through with her young|

‘one with four small ¢hildren.
. teacher’s certificfiate in long hand
‘. dated 1864 shows she

- child could ‘bring,

! were of age

1 '.‘.'.._,.-"-g_q.._ o

B? H A A, WOLF
Cook, Nabe. '
She was bort in Ohio. when!
that State was young and a teach-

wuk 8 teacher. Laier she mar-

territery, 1

hushband in a'covered wagon.
They  settied 1 Richardéon

County, Nebraska and started a|

new hotne there. Just two weeks{

before her fourth child was born, |

the husband went out of the door
langhing only to drop dead a min-
ute later, ;
Work for women was scarce in
this new -land- and espedially for
A

took -up

€d.in Ihdianola the night of the!
Indian scarge in 1878.

settlers helped to build and de-
velop the town of Indianola,

teachers in Red Willow County,.
hér daunghter was the third teach-}
ter in Indianola and ‘her
daughter spent nearly ten years
in the s-choo! room.

her old wocation. Her school
room was her one reom log cab-;
in, and the , books, those each
for several;
vears or until the older children:
to take land she|
taught both in her cabin and in
the village schools of Salem,

As soon as the oldest girl and|
boy could take land she started |
west again to Red Willow Coun-
ty, traveling in a covered wagon.

There was a pgang known as
the Dealton gang, Which was the

. fear and terror of those coming|

west, for it seemed as though

!fieate in long hand, 1864 before|
rNebraska became a state, a cer-
[tificate, 1876 in form and
one dated 1878 in
County

for my !
{Thomas and my own certificates.

at Jeast their horses g’bri'é. ¢ A

They came on, settled in Red
Willow County, and a cértificate |
dated 1878 granted her the right fis
to teach in the new homeland of ﬁ
Red Willow County. They land-}

She and
her family with the rest of early

She: was one of the earliest

grand-

Her name was “Lucy W. Dun«
ning, z :

I have the school report dated|
1866 as mentioned,®also a certi-

also
Red Willow !
She was my grandmoth-|

|

er, 2
I have a certificate dated 1898
mother, Kate Dunning

These papers all go to the teach-
er in our family and our oldest
daughter plans to be a teacher. {
She is a graduate of the M. J.i
C. and expects to atténd the.
State University this winter,

oy
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For the first time in 50 years, Fred Derrick,
84, is living in a frame house, Until recently
they had lived in a sod house north of Indianola,

Heavy rains this spring deluged the earthen
house, causing the heavy blocks of sod to wash
away, so Mr, Derrick and his wife, 72, decided
it was time for them to "retire" to a frame
house in Indianola,

Well known throughout the Southwestern part of
Nebraska, Fred Derrick was known for his witty
remarks and humor. Equally popular is Mrs,
Derrick who is an intelligent and interesting
conversationalist, Although she had spent the
greater portion of her life in a one-room soddy,
she expresses no regret that her mode of life has
been lacking in modern conviences,

The Derricks have reared 12 children, including
an adopted son, William Derrick, who was called
into the army lately. There are 28 grandchildren
and 21 great-grandchildren to keep the Derricks
interested in the younger generation,

One grandson, James Brisby, was a survivor of
the Lexington which sank in the Battle of Coral
Sea,

On the farm, the Derricks intertained neighbors
and relatives frequently. Once there were 80
relatives gathered in the one-room soddy for a
dinner of turkey and chicken,

The Derricks were the Grandparents of Mrs,
Edgar Frank of Indianola,
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This sod house, built by John and William Byfield near Red Wil-

low Creek in 1872, was occupied until 1932. This picture of the
old Byfield soddie was taken sometime between 1915 and 1920.
The house marked one of the earliest settlements in what was to

become Red Willow County.

¥

John Byfield, one of South-
west Nebraska's earliest “re-
tail merchants,” was born Oct.
22, 1842, in Canada, and died
Feb. 2, 1906, in Oklahoma City.
Okla. From 1872 to 1876, his
trading post of Red Willow
Creek was an important estab-
lishment to the lives of home-
steaders and hunters in the
ared.

In acbout 1870, John and Wil
liam Byfield, two of Red Wil-
low County’'s earliest settlers,
were manufacturing Byfield
organs at Nebraska City. They
arrived at Red Willow Creek
in late June. 1872, and built a
sod house just north of the Re-
publican River. Shortly there-
after, John established a trad-
ing post on the Willow which
catered to settlers and buffalo
hunters.




LONE INDIAN GRAVE

-Far out---a stretch of western plain
That for long years unknown had lain,
Till settler came to steke his claim,
A river gleams on sandy bed
Reflecting sky, deep blue overhead,
Along its course did buffalo tread,

The hills roll back on either side

Along the valley three rifleshots wide

To meet the crest of high divide.

Deep canyons lead down through twidt and bend
With bottoms parched dry throughout their trend,
Their treeless banks at the river end,

Long creeks flow in some miles between,

Their course well merked with fringe of green,
In their deep beds cool water sheen,

To one of these brave settlers came,

Long tedious trip, but came the same,

To found a town, Indianola by name,

Wild Indians roamed the hunting ground,

The Siouxs, Pawnees within their bound

Till young Sioux chief shot dead they found.
White hunters had=--it was their belief,
Thelr ponies stolen by this chief

And shot him for the common thief,

When hunters saw whom they had slain

At end of season on the plsgin,

They fixed it so Pawnees were blamed,

01ld grudge of Siouxs now burst in flame,
They swore revenge; next season came

And crafty Siouxs played well their game,

{.' L e e e «ﬁ'
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each tribe took turn,
st, their meat to earn,
ole out of camp to learn,
rly "seventies"
bore down upon Pawnees,
s deeds their scalps were fees,

A morning ride from settlers town,

The Frenchman fork comes winding down

To join the river on hunting ground,

And up that stream an hour's trot

The Pswnees chose a camping spot,
Unwarned of any deadly plot,

At early ﬁawn, Pawnees asleep,

The Siouxs full charge on camp did sweep,
From lodze in vain did Pawnees leap,
Confused, outnumbered, dazed, they fled,
Left sguaw papoose, tne maimed and dead,
Anc eastward on thelr ponies sped,

Tor thirty miles, a2 running fight--
The remnant was a dreadful sight,

No rest for them till coming night.

"Heap Sioux kill heap Pawnee, squaw, papoose"
One old man wailed, gray head did shake
And sobbed 8s if his heart would break,




Every town has its legend, and Indianola is no
exception, And like many other communities its
legend centers about the naming of the town,

Actually lsaac Starbuck named Indianola after
his hometown in Iowa, but the legend grew that
the town was named after a Pawnee Indian maid
named Ola,

There was a wounded Pawnee woman who died in
Indianola but the town wasn't named after her,
The maiden was taken to the L. B. Korn residence
where she died,

BEE B EBEERERB

"I helped bury the woman and later was ssked to
verify the story. 1 dug up the grave and took
the skull to town and that convinced the doubters,
When 1 replaced the skull I marked the grave with
a big stone, In 1922 a permanent cement marker
with the facts of the incident was placed over
the grave and an iron fence put around it,"

1,

i e

E. S, Hill standing by the Indian woman's grave,



AN INDIAN STORX
Related by William Hotze

In June, 1876, came the startling news of the
Custer Massacre at the hands of the Sicux. Then
followed the Sappa raid just south in Kansas, when
& treacherous band swept through, pillaging, burning
houses anc killing every man and boy above 15 years
of age. The stricken families went back East or
moved to nearby settlements. Mrs. Stenrer and Mrs.
Toogoodé came to Indianola.

One morning in the summer of 1878, word came that
& band of warriors was seen the previous evening
on the upper Red Willow heading in this direction.
A rider suddenly appeared at our door, Paul Revere
fashion sna hollered, "Better get things together;
come in and help fortify the town".

The news spread rapidly in all directions and
everyone responded but John King. "No", John said,
"Never was afraid of 'Injuns'. The Lord will take
care of me.,"

Captain Williem H. Corbin, who served the govern-
ment during the war and onthe plains, took command.

Wagons were arranged around the central buildings,
tongues pointing in, trenches and .earthworks has-
tily prepsred on the outside. Men went around with
pants in bcots, with guns of every description.

The blue uniform lent coler to the scene.

By sundown, livestock and everybcdy was within
the enclosure, everyone but John King. My father
went to make the last appeal to him. The veteran
hunter was sitting in his door, his Sharps riile
leaning against the wall within and his dog lying
without while his supper was preparing on the stove.

"Better come in with us, John", said my father.
"Na Charley, I'll hide my ponies down under the
creek bank Sruno, my watchdog is alert and I'll
turn In after dark with plenty cf shells handy.

If I'm not around in the morning, you'll find some
'red devils' scattered sbout, too.

Tne women and children spent the night in the
Stewig hotel, while the men rolled up in blankets,
taking turns at guard. Fortunately, no Indians
appeared,

S



WHAT HAPPENED TO THE HERDS OF BUFFALO
Told by John Byfield

1 personally know where many thousands went and
for what cause,

From the early sprirng of 1871 to and including
the winter of 1875, I killed buffalo for their
hides. In all that time I did not earn cne cent
in any other way. I'm speaking of the great body
of buffalo that roamed between the Platte River
on the North and the Arkansas on the south.

In the spring of 1871, J. N. Dubois, & hide buyer
of Kansas City, flooded the frontier with circu-
lars offering to buy, at a good price, e 11 hices
killed anytime of the year. Of course, rovbe hides
were always in demand and the meat was always good
in the winter but summer hides never had a good
place in good markets.

One writer has said tnat the real cisaster to the
buffalc was a terrible blizzard. I agree with

him because the blizzard began in Lubois's hide=-
house in Kansas City, then extended te the manu-
factureres of Sharp's sporting rifles in Connect-
icut anda finally ended cn the Great American Lesert.

But there were others on the buffalo rarnge, who
were not professionals. ©Sportsmen ifrom all over
the world flocked to the American wWest in search
of the ‘big game. Included in their number was
James Zennett of the New York Herald, the Grand
Duke Alexis of Russia, Nebraska's judge Elmer 5.
Dundy and even the Rev, D. B. Perry, newly elected
head of Doane College of Crete.

While professionals dealt almost mainly ir hides,
the nomesteaders marxeted smoked pufralo tongues
and quarters.

Though the Rec +illow pecple lost the county seat
the Coon Creekites were forced to buy ralls anc
other gcods from my Post. When the Pawnee came
destituts anc hungry cn their way to thelr reser-
vation, 1 gave them 3C bags of flour ena later 1
was palo back by the Pawnse agent,

|
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WEEKLY REPORTER L. S, Phillips, Ed.
April 24, 1896
"Cresent" New Orleans molasses at the bakery.

We lost the vote. The County records will be
shipped to McCook, Weanesday.

A number of hogs were drowned in Coon Creek dur-
ing the flood last week.

I.M. Smith will box up his stock of goods Monday
end quit the store business.

‘he removel of the County Seat from Indianola
is only an incident; it is not a calamity.

A break in the Holland ditch caused the water to
flood W. P, Elmer's house dcing a great deal of
damage.,

There will be 8 ladies exchange a t the home of
Mrs. Marion Powell, from 2 to 6, P.M. Thursday
evening.

A very few pupils will go to McCook on account of
moving the county seat.

The school board met Monday evening and elected
three teachers for the coming year, Miss Lillie
Welborn, Vivian Gessard, and Flora Quick. No
better selection could have been made frcm all
the teachers in the county.

Austin Fowler has been doing considerable driving
over the county with an agent for the Deering
Harvester Company.

Tuesaay evening a football propelled by a No. 12
brogan struck W. 0., Bond's horse which was tied

in front of Beckwith's drugstore and the horse

ran home without doing too much damage. Are foct-
balls & necessity on the street?

Our resoluticn to print nothing but home town ads,
caused us to turn down a $10 patent medicine ad,
Are we crazy?

Fred Duckworth scld his hcuse to John Puckett.
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THE WEEKLY REPORTER CHANGED TO
INDIANCLA INDEPENDENT
on Sept, 14, 1900
EDITOR S.R. Smith

When Bob Thomas begins the erection of the bridge
south of town, the city dads will have to compel
him to refrain from talking politics on the
streets until he gets it done or the south people
won't get a chance to Xmas shop here.

The wildest Democrat in Indianola is A,H, Bell,
All you need to do is wink your eye and you get
an argument,

We have just heard of the marriage last week, of
Louis Longnecker and Nettie Elmer at Nettie's
home, These are two of our most estimable young
people and the Independent extends congratulations,

J.W, Dolan, H,W, Keyes, Willis Gossard, Will
McCool, Henry Crabtree and several other Indianola-
ites took the star route to the city of the big

red stand pipe, to attend the Republican Convention,

Why not commence to agitate the Water Works
question along with politics these days? Indianola
ought to have Water Works in case of another fire,

Don't live on a dirt floor when you can get a good
carpet for 28¢ per yard at W,H, Smith's,

Mr. Duckworth went to Imperial to look at the
Champion Roller Mill with a view to purchase. He
is the owner of the Indianola Mill,

PUBLIC SCHOOL ENTERTAINMENT
At Beardslee's Opera House
Wednesday eve

Reserved seats 25¢. We are sorry we are compelled
to omit the program but don't fail to go. It
will be good,

For sales A lot of second-hand election predic-
tions--among them a first class land-slide for
Bryon which may be used in 1904, circumstances
and weather permitting.

A Good Populist
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School Days, School Days
Dear Old

Golden Rule Days

INDIANOLA HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Indianola, Nebraska




MISS KATIE DUNNING
One of the first teachers in Indianocla

FIRST FRAME SCHOOLHOUSE
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INDIANOLA SCHOOLS

The early years of Indianola's schools was very
slow. Some teaching was done at home and some short
sessions were held at the courthouse, School was
established on a permanent basis in 1877 with Katie
Dunning as teacher. Due to expansion of the town,
the schooling was held in several larger places
until in 1882 when a large, two-story, frame
building was erected., Later the Ochre Mills were
built alongside.

In 1887, the school was moved to a larger brick
building one block southwest, There were three
years of high school at this time and many students
droppec out before they graduated. Finally, in 1891,
Lilly Welborn {Mackechnie) became the first grad-
uate from Indianola,

The present school building is located just south
of where the 1887 structure stood, When it was
built, the bell which had been in the cupola of
both previous schools, was placed in front of the
building, It housed the K-12 grade system until
the fall of 1969, At this time, the school consol-
jdated with the Red Willow School District, The
The new system is called Republican Valley.

The junior and senior high school students attend
classes at the Red Willow school building five miles
west of town, and the Indianola school building
maintains grades Kindergarten - 6.




OCHRE MILLS  alongside first schoolhouse in Indianola.

The Indianola Manufacturing Company began
operatlon of the Ochre Mills in the late 1800°'s,
The Reiter and Schmidt Great Western Ochre
Mills manufactured paint and silver polish and
employed about ten men from 1900 to 1904,

The cost of transportation in the early days
caused the industry to close, The hill on
either side of the rode leading north of town
consists of a very high percentage of this
mineral

1 Pries Lirt of Star Paints ra
R ﬂ
\ 1893-4. | Dripring Lacouers
+~PR|GE LIST == For Fancy Tinware, Etc,
Of The

Enamel Paints
or

P AINT AND UGHHEi Boroeloin Einich,
|
{

\ndiano\a

Whtg. (=

= aee Bugoy
Mixed Paints, Pants 5
Dry Colars,
Painters Svpplies, Coach and Car Colors
Etc.

in Oil and Japan.

OFFICE AND FAGTORY,

|
INDIANOLA NEBRASKA. :ﬂ

Liguid S\ating.,

EEEEREREEEE

Wt 1l



THis INDIANCLA INDEPENUENT
Nov. 15, 1901

SCHOOL NEWS:

Helm has
hoc

il UG

\rthiir S i th
Arthur Smith,

Schoolroom,"

left school.

Joe Mclonnell has enter-

the grammar dept.

man, Vivian Patterson, Lela Wilson and
nave been promoted from the 3rd to the

Marian Harrison, Warren Anderson,
Verne Short, Nora Silvernail, Fannie Wadsworth,
and Jennie Shouse sang a song entitled, "Tes, the

Those in Miss Hatcher's room who have not whispered

or & month are:

Ethyl Silvernail, Victor Ough,

Bennie Smith, Ray Anderson, Nellie Andrews, Frank
McDonnell, Clsrence Maetz, Anton Vering, Blanche
Crabtree, HSessie Toogood, trank MchNeill, Neal GQuick,
Ernest Kennedy, Ida Smith, Alice Martz, Milton

Strockey and George Rollins.

The song, "we've all got a very bad c0ld"™ by Nellie
Canaga, Miss Hatcher, Prof Casher and Mr. Hager

was fine,

The High School pupils were entertasined last Fri-
day afternoon by the reading of "Enoch Arden" by
Prof Casner and the "High School Screamer" by

Daisy Chinn.

TEMPERANCE RALLY

At M.,E, Church, Thursday, March 13.

Open talkee-==eeeeec..by President
The Effects of Alcohol and Tobacco

Habit in School==~--by Prof, Casner
Recitation-~=e-eee-ec..by Zuba McDonald
Saloon a National Crime and the

Reason Whyeeeeeweewuby Rev, Halbersleben
Advice to Young Mem---by Rev. Norlin
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The Optimist Society of the Indianola High School will

give an evenings entertainment in the Assembly room on

Friday, January 12, 1912, An admission fee of fifteen

cents will be charged, The Program:

MisiCemmeercn e Vocal S501l8-wcememe—= Mrs.
Oration=-==The Unknown Spcokel ww-mmmw- Ruby
Recitation--=Engineers Ride on a Piano=~=Matt
Farce KATTE'S NEW HAT
Caete of Characters
Mrs Murphy=—=—=wecee=- Stella Weyeneth
Susie Murphy-~======= Hope Henderson
Maggie Murphy-=—==——=== Laura Dutcher
Hora Murphy===eeeewa= Alice Townley
Katie Schneider—==w-- Ruby Ingersoll
lrs, Schnelderes—e=u= Sue Duckworth
Music Instrumental---lMabel Lord
Recitationemeemeccme- Laura Dutcher
Cureent Events=wmmema Hazel Hayden
Vocal Solfmmmummuucana Phillis Sargent
Book RevieWwsmsm=mwe———-= Gaill Russell
Recitationemeccceccmn= Katie Colligan
Readingemememm e a - ———— Winnie Bergin

DEBATE: Resolved that the DEMOCRATS
stand a better show in the coming

Presidential Campaign,

Powell

Ingersol

Keggler

AFFIRMATIVE: ====w====Bradley Duckworth
Seth Waddell
NEGATIVE mm—me i ———— --Cuy Patterson

Chas, Vandervort

SOME SCHOOL NOTES

We have twelve grades and have maintained a Normal
Training class the Last two years and have received
from the State University, 350 each year because we

had a class of ten.

The Teaching force this coming year:

Sunt. Chas, Herrick of Red Cloud; Prin, Mabel C, Peck
of Beaver Crossing; Ass't Prin,, Miss Frances G, Rick
of Dakota City; Grammer Dept,, Bess Robertson of Dak=-

ota City; Intermediate, Mrs, W, C, Clark of Indianolaj;

Second Primary, Mrs Carrie Shumaker of Indianolaj Firs: .

Primary Hattle Peterson of Funk, Nebr,

e e -



FOURTH OF JULY PROGRAM AT INDIANOLA, 1896
Sunrise S@lute-cemcmemccmccacmcmccac e ~100 guns

Calthumpian Parade=e-=a - e e ——————————— 10 A, M,

L

rocession forms in city and marches to grove
AT THE GROVE
Band MusiCe=--cmmcmcmcccacaae s ———————— 11 A, M,

Reading of Declaration of Independence===-=-=-=liayor

S e T — e mm——eee—e————ee=BY Quartette

Oréetione-cmeeeeccaaa - ————— e —— Pe E. McKillip

Band Music==—cccaacaa.. e - ~By the Band

Americlcececennn .. - By the Audience
DINNER

Sports Begineee—accaa- e —————————2 P, M,

Fireworks (furnished by Fred B, Duckworthe--9 P, M,
SCHOOL NOTES, Apr. 18, 1902

The examination ranks are as follows:

1st grade: Leo Dolan, first; Harold toogood, 2nd.

end grade: Wilbur Plourd, 1lst; Harlow Porter, 2nd,
3rd grade: Roxie Rollins, 1lst; Arthur Smith, 2nd,

Lth grade: Joe Suiter, 1st; Verne Short, 2nd,

5th grade: Preston Rollins, 1st; Lottie Schwartz s
6th grade: Alice Martz, 1st; Calvin Rollins, 2nd,
7th grade: Nellie Andrews, lst; Bessie Toogood, 2nd,
Sth grade: Forest Harrison, lst; Mary Thomas, 2nd,
9th grade: Hazel Hatcher, 1lst; Cassie Harrison 2nd.
10th gr, Azubah McDonald, 1st; Anna Vering, 2nd,
11th gr, Sada Alcorn, l1lst; Joe Vering, 2nd.

The general history class have finished Roman and
srecian history and are beginning Medevial and
Modern,



INDIANOLA INDEPENDENT S. R. SMITH
Sept, 19, 1902
COUNTY FAIR AT INDIANOLA, Sept 30, Oct. 1, 2, 3.

The Great Fair of 1902 will have biggest and best
string of horses of any year.

The greatest number of concessions, the most
amusements and attrac:ticns, the best ball game,

The finest and latest style merry-go round. Will
also have an extra race between two of the best
colts in the state.,

Have as yet not let contract for furnishing hay,
so if you are interested see the Sec.

J. Bernard Hillers, Sec,
Claudia Hatcher left Monday for Lincoln where she
will enter the State university.

We will give on year's subscription to the person
leaving at the office, between now and Sept.30,
the four best potatoes., :

Miss May Rider has been assisting at"W, H, Powell's
store the past two weeks,

Dr. Mackechnie says Mr. Probasco who was injured
sometime ago, is doing nicely.

G. W, Wyrick and wife have returned from their
trip out in Washington and Idaho,

Amos Hauxwell has moved into Maynard Loomis®' house,

The businessman in Indianola who discourages the
Fair, is doing poor business and ought not to be
patronized,

Nealie Quick came rolling into town last Monday

in his new two-vheeled electris automobile. There
is seating room for only "two",

Dress does not make the person., Nor does a clean
exterior indicate a clean interior. To be well
all organs of the body must work in harmony.

Rocky Mountian Tea, does this work.
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THE LATEST MOD IN THOSE DAYS

NEW YORKER PALMETTO

 FROMTHEIGHT 2 IN.
BACK {3@IN.




THREE SERMONS

A parson preached, and did it well,
Of brimstone lakes aflame;

1t seemed 'twas his delight to tell
Each Sunday of that same,

To hear him people would not go;
Said they, "Our road is rough;

1f such a place there is, we'll know
About it soon enough,

Another preached of heaven high,
Of mansions grand and great,
Of golden streets to please the eye,
Of pearly porch and gate,
To him came not the folks who toil,
Nor those who rest, Said these:
Sir, don't anticipate and spoil
Our pleasure, if you please,

One parson, wise as he could be,
Preached boldy of this earth,

The people flocked to hear him; he
Was held a man of worth,

Oft one might hear somebody say:
To him I shall give heed;

He tells me how to live today,
And that is what I need,

Author Unknown
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First Uniformed Band of Indianola: In the early
1900's., Picture was taken at the Frank Fritsch
home, now the Ed Tines home on Main Street, The
uniforms were brand new, and red in<color, Bill
Herman was direcrtor. .

First Row (standing) 1, to r.: Martin Anderson,
Howard Jarvis, Roy Mann, Reuben Finch, Fat Ander-
son, Joe Reiter, Walt Smith, Aifred Randel, Austin
Gamsby, Milton Strockey. Kneeling: Chester Strock-

= ey, Amil Hillers, Frank Neel, Gilbert Rankin, Ray
Anderson, Earl Allen, Warren Anderson, Seated:
Bill Herman, Merle Powell, Jack Harrison, Leon
Russell, Kenneth Smith.

‘COUNTY

=
R
e )
%)
——

BED WILLOW TQ., NBBW,

Does a General Surveying Business. Special Attention paid to Locating Claims in Red
Willow, Frontier, and Hitchcock Counties. All Orders for work promptly
attended to, and Correspondence answered.

INDIANOEA, RED WILLBW €0., NEBRASKA,

A GOOD TEAM AND SPRING WAGON IN BEADINESS FOR THE ACCOMMODATION OF PARTIES
HUNTING LAND, IF DESIHED,




The hotel, being one of the original three
buildings built by the Towrsite Company has a 100
year history. Under the management of Clark Ward,
it was known as the "Indiznola House", Around
the turn of the century, it was the Cosgro Hotel
owned by J, Cosgro., While Bert Norman owned it,
several improvements were made including new
siding and the removal of the balcony. 1t was
purchased by Elmer Cecil in 1927 and is now
ovned by Joe Miller,

Mr, & Mrs Bert Norman in the Norman Hotel Dining
Roon ing 1911,

|
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Left to right: Gentleman (name not known) &garl
and his two daughters, Margaret and Clarissa,

This is Earl Allen's drugstore after he pur=-
chased it from Loton Duckworth, He atarted
working for Duckworth in 1908 and after buying
the business, he continued as owner and operator
until his retirement in 1965,

The drugstore building was vacant for several
years but is currently the shop and office for

the Rinehart Construction Company. ~
This photo was taken in 1912 of Grandpa )uckw.rthg

John Puckett, Bill Reynolds, Faye Silvernail, J.L.
Sargant, Thls is currently the louse of Savings,



Prank's orizinsl store. L. to R.: 1dgar Frank

rank, Bernie Harrison and a salesman. The
remodeled many time and when they retired
fter 40 years in business, they sold to Jon

E drum, now the Jack & Jill Pood Center. When

organizations were in need, Edgar raised money

from contributors. He gave dances during the war

to raise nmoney for the Red Cross.

Frenk W. Deffer came from Lincoln in 1904 to
Indianola to be Superintendent of Schools. KHe
held the position for three years.

He and MNrs. Deffer had many business interests
here. They ran a furniture store where the Cooper
Feed Store is. They moved to what is now the
Sughroue Cafe and added groceries. Next move was
to the VWomans Club building. They added a cream-
ery and produce where the Library is now. He also
had a mortuary until his health failed.

J. S. Phillips and his wife were the parents of
lirs. Hazel Deffer and came here around 1878. He
was_a printer and publisher of the local newspaper
caelled the ?eporter.



Ww4illiam Allen Ierl Allen in & parade.

william Allen, father of the late Earl Allen,
wae = Civil Yier veteran and early settler. He
wae vertially blind due to a wer wound and Earl
cuided him around town ond to Veterans' camps.
+ Allen built Louis Liess's house.

. b -
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A femily reunion a Grandpa Puckett's home. The
house, remodeled, is the vresent home of liae karp.
Seated Arthur Puckett and two children, Johnathan
Puckett with Edith at his side. Grandpz Puckett
with Rozella at his left, kneeling are liiles Puck--

ett and Orvie Hamilton. Standing Aunt Effie and

her two boys, Aunt Adeah and Leslie, Uncle John and

Leonadas, Earl Hamilton, Aunt Laura Hamilton and

Uncle Jim Hamilton. On porch, Harvey Hamilton,,

Roy Hamilton, Asa Wolfe, Uncle Will and Aunt Mary

%ﬁmilton. Aunt Lizzie, Uncle Will and Frank
awson
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In the fall of 1943, a large group of Italian
prisoners were brought to Indianola on the
Burlington railway. All lights in the City were
turned out and the prisoners were walked up the
dark main street to the prison camp, The prisoners
numbered over 2000 and at times tHere were over
600 servicemen employed, .

The camp was closed and a short time later the
Bureau of Reclamation was opened, 1t remained there
until 1953 when it was moved to McCook, The old
buildings were torn down gradually and several
of the buildings were purchased by area residents,

Lewis Elmers' in their Maxwell




Ny, W. D. Fackechnie, W#illiem D, I'ackechnie was
born and educated in Canada. After graduation he
snd some classmates decided to see fhe "Wild and
Jooly iiest". He got to Holdrege where relatives
lived, then on to Indianole.

After o few months of oractice the bank building
had o fire and all his eguivment burned.

Helping him to make the decision of staying wes
2 local girl who he later married, Lillisn Welborn
They were married November 12, 1900.

Prom 1693 to 1941 he practiced medicine in Ind-
isnola. TFollowing a paralyzing stroke in Dec. of
1941 he never was able to resume his nractice. In
1945 he died.

Botk Dr. and Y¥rs. Lackechnie were active in
church and comrunity affeirs. In 1940 the Indian—-
ola Lasonic Lodze was sbout to close due to finen-
cirl trouble. Dr. zc bought the building with
the provision thet the Federated Yomans Club and -
City Library be on the ground flour.

Due to his volunteer service and aid to the
injured during the 1911 train wreck, the Burlingtoz!
R. R. presented him with a lifetime pass on the

s e
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HORSES

MULES
WANTED

Remember the dates a% I w1ll be on the spot rain or shine and
show you that I am a real live wire in the horse game,

Edison, Nebr. : Monday, March 11
Arapahoe, * . . Tuesday, ““ 12
Wauneta, *“ ‘Wednesday, “ 13
Palisade, “ - Thursday, “ 14
Indianola, Friday, e
Cambridge, “ Saturday, “ 16

Bring in your good hOI‘S%, I buy them from 4 to 30 years old from
800 $o 1800 pounds. I buy the best and pay the highest ¢ash price
for any kind of a good fat horse;

Show me your fat horses, mares and mules as I have orders for two'
loads & ship east and can pay the highest price, buy remember they
mmt oe fat to get good old prices,

|| am coming fa buy horses, not visiting, and have the mnhey.'

F. B. Morrow & Co.

lndlanola Feed Store

= -wis 4

Phone in your orders for Flour and Feed
Free dehvery in the City.

c H KING Prop
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Here are the picture of Indianolians who
participated in McCook's 50th anniversary
celebration 50 years ago.

Pictures are: front row, left to right; #. C.
Lord, Cllie Heaton, Elmer Holthouse, Wes Dutcher,
Edgar Frank, Elmer Cecil and Joe Reiter,

Back row; Marion Silvernail, Fercy Reed, John
Malleck, Byron Spaulding, Lee Paris, Paul
Schultsmeier, Howard Caine, Margaret lMackechnie,
Jensen, Max Jensen anc Ray Kurtz,

The group did represent Indianola in various
ways, ILn the parace, they were especially
noticed for their antics,

History repeated itself at the /5th celebration
with a similar delegation of Indianocla citizens

again storming the City of lMcCock,

.
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| BEUIL SHOPPE g
= SIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 5
: & MILLINERY AND HOSIERY y:
: = BEAUTY PARLOR :
: . _ HEMSTITCHING, PICOT EDGING §
One card with each 50¢ purchase, good on Rogers Silverware %
i INDIANOLA, NEBRASKA d
Arch Davidson INDIANOLA,‘N_EBR_ =k A. L. Davidson
ARCH DAVIDSON & SON
GARAGE

TRACTOR REPAIRING GIVEN SPECIAL ATTENTION
FULL LINE OF ACCESSORIES—For All Makes of Cars
FIRST CLASS AUTO REPAIRING—FPrompt Service
OLDSMOBILE SALES & SERVICE

EHOOOO00IEO00000a0HEOR0EOHN0ONCCEO OGO COECICO IR Wi

OHEEOH000000000GONEO000000000 B0 00N00n00EN 0NN CO00a00000 00000 T [ e

Barnett Lumber Company
INDIANOLA, NEBRASKA"

»f LUMBER AND COAL pe-
All Kinds of Building Material
: F. W. DEFFER
-#§ General Merchandise [
“WE SELL FOR LESS’
4 Phone 33 INDIANOLA, NEBRASK.

Headquarters for Everything Good to Eat

Luther’s Market

MEATS and GROCERIES
DRY GOODS and NOTIONS

Phone 1 on 100 INDIANOLA, NEBR.




FIRE DESTROYS OLD HOME

This was the home of the Ed Budke family until
it was destroyed by a fire which started from a -
hot water heater,

From information gathered it was found that the
house was over 100 years old, It was built by -
a4 man named Holland, who lived in this area and
when the California Gold Rush was on, he went to
California and was believed to have made a sum
of around $10,000. He came back and built the
house,

The lumber used in the house is full dimensional
and was brought in by team from Lexington.

It was quite a show place in it's day, Square
nails were used, even the finishing nails.

On the deed that Ed has, it reads, U, S, of
America by Grover Cleveland, President of the U, S,
to L., J., Holland, Dated July 31, 1896, Charles A,
Hedges, Bob's grandfather bought it March 10,

1910, 1t was in the Hedges family until 1962,
and is well known as the Hedges place,
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Edward Sughroue & Famlliy

me from Illdnois at the age of 21 and sne=

Edward ca age
god in farmimg about 6 miless fron Indianola, fe re=-
23ed in a2 sod house for some tims,

Four generations have made thelr home on this farm
hich hes established in 1892,

He taught school from 1892-189l and in 1895 he was
married to Barbara Tines,

¥r., Sughrous was president of the waderal Land Bank
in McCook for 37 years.

In 1909 he was elected Red Willow County Commissioner
and held that position for a few terms, In 1919, he was
2 member of the State Constitutional Conventlon which

re-wrote the State Constitutione
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Go to Puckett’s for Golden Sun
Coffee.

The R. A. E. C. met at the home
of Maude Goben Wednesday.

Chas. Thompson was looking|
after business at McCook Tuesday. |

Edna Phillips of Franklin is|
here for a visit with her sister|
Esther.

Mr. Rayer of Exeter was here|
the past week visiting his brothers
and families. 2

Mrs. H. V. Lord of Danbury
was visiting relatives in these parts
the past week.

Elba Hotze made a business trip
to St. Joseph Thursday night and
returned Sunday.

New Spring styles in boys suits |
at Puckett’s.

Picture Show Friday and

Saturday night. |

Be sure to read the many ads
on the last page of this papet.

of rheumatism this spring. Just rub the
affected parts freely with Chamberlain’s Lin-
iment and it will soon disappear,

Henry Spellerburg, cousin to
and friend Miss Hines, are here

Mr. Spellerburg is also a nephew
of Mrs. Conrad Beck.

Before going to press we want
to say that the worst storm of the
season has been raging for at least
30 hours, and no indication of

Hotze and Galloway are on a|
trade of that fine house in the north |
west part of town.

A man by the name of Elliott | Estate taxes for the following pre- |

quitting, and lots of stock without
food and shelter.

We have a list of the 1911 Real

Don’t be surptised if you have an attack |

Mrs. Toogood, from Clinton, Towa [

for a few days visit with relatives. |

1
|

arrived last week with his goods | cincts— Indian®la, Red Willow, |
and will move on his farm north of | Fritsch, Alliance, Bondville, Mis-
town. : |souri Ridge and Indisnola City.
| Taxes draw interest after May 1st.

Frank Lowe sold out his imple- >
State Bank.

ment business at Steele City last |
week and is looking up a new lo-| Anna McDonald, County Super- |
cation. {intendent, wishes usto announee |

Mrs. Sullivan of Eckley, Nebr..'il that the County 8th Grade exam-
who was visiting her folks, the |ination will be held in the Im}ian—!
Probasco family, returned home |ola Public School building Thurs-|

Tuesday.

Mrs. Colligan traded her farm
for town property and a goodly(

amount of cash besides and will!

s00n move.

MecClungs old blacksmith shop
is turned into a lively little grocery
store in which Quickis Proprietor
and King is manager.

The Misses Iva and Gladys Ut-
ter of McCook were down the lat-
ter part of last week visiting the
Reiter family.

|day and Friday, March 21 and 22. |

G. W. Hoagland loaded a car of
his belongings Tuesday and start-

ed for Sheridan County, Nebraska |

where he hasa section of land. His
family left aday later. We- hope

| they will like their new home.

Mrs. Silvernail received a mes-
sage the latter part of last week,
that her mother at Adams, Nebr.,
was not expected to live, Mrs.

Silvernail and Nora went at once !

to see her and at this writing is
improving in health,

|



Church of Christ at Indianola, Nebraska

The Church of Christ gct its start in 1898 in
Indiancola, with a little group of interested
Christians, They were with out a regular
meeting place, but kept on meeting this way,
gradually gaining more in number, In September
of 1902, they purchased a two story- dwelling
house or rooming house, A Mrs, Lillie Dutcher
and her sister Mrs, Hubert Junker, roomed there
and went to school, This building was made
into their church and this same church is
being used today. They have since remodeled both
the inside and outside,

Trustees of the first church were Brother
Jacob Randel, Dr, Hoyt and Brother Rodney
McDonald,

The years have passec, not without trials
and tribulations, and st the same time happy
and pleasant experiencecs. All these things
make their little church more dear to them,

At this time, August 1973, Jerry and Cheri
Beckenhauer will start ministering their church,
He has been Assistant Pastor at Cozad, Nebraska,



The Methodist Church was built in 1878, started
with 16 members and H, F, Heckman was the first
minister, The Aid Society was organized in 1895,
the W.5.C.5. in the iate 3's, The N.5,.C.5. will
be changed to the United lethodist Women in the
near future, The League Room was adcded in 1905
and a basement was put under the church in 1930,

ThThe Congregational Church, which is now.the
American Legion Fost, was built and organized in

July of 1875.
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1+ was in July, 1880, when Father Eugene Rhullier
came to Indianola and offered the first mass, Among
she first to attend mass here were the James Miller
family, Mr. & Mrs. Plunket, Fatrick McKillip, J.W.
Dolan family,and the Martin Anderson's,

For three years, services were held at the J.W.
Dolan home, then in 1883, a frame church was built
and cedicared to St. Virgilius, In 1919, property
was bought and money was being raised for the
construction of a new church, For over five years
Gonations were made, then in January, 1925, a
letter came from ¥r. Dolan who had moved to Calif-
ornia several years before: "As 1 said, my intention
is to furnish money for the Church.,,The Church
o cost 575,000, my limit would be not a great deal
more, but not any less," In August, 1926, the
corner stone was laid and the Church was dedicated
in October, 1927, At the request of Mr. Dolan,
the Church was dedicated to St. Catherine.

2ecent improvements include a paved parking lot
and a large new church hall,

T T
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f “DOLLAR BILL” says: “If you think clothes don’t make any|
§ difference in a man-—try walking down the street without any.

COMING!
DOLLAR BILL,” |

The Scientific Tmﬁey

From the Lukone Tziloring Co., Chicago.

Let Him Take Your Measure.

: “Lukone” is known for responsible hand-finished!
| individual Tailoring. All goods shown in full length;
pieces. Remember the date.and place.

N. J. UERLING, N0, |

Saturday, September 14th.
$ COME AND MEET DOLLAR BILL. § g

%%%%%%%%%%%%%

%Second Hand
Heating Stoves

%

%%%
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Large enough for School Room use, at a

%
%
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FARMERS AND MERCHANT.
STATE BANK,

C. A. Hedges, President %
J. R. Neel, Vice President
W. A. Reynolds, Cashier
J. B. Hillers, Assistant.
Reail 3
Reflect! %

Farm Loans

: i Collections Made
Resolve! and Checks and
Drafts Cashed

_ One Need Not Forfeit on'all Basks.

All Life’s Pleasure 7 fivery sccommio™ 3

dation consistent
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TOHAVE - - with safe Bank-
A BANK ACCOUNT | s Metbods ex-
Weekly Savings Patrons, -
In Moderate Measure o
Will Endow Old Age interest on

WITH A SAFE AMOUNT | ™ *=

DEPFOSITORS ARE PﬂUPECTED ‘BY THE DEPﬁSSI‘OR'B
GUARANTY FUND OF THE STATE OF NEBRASEA

The History of our banks was not readily available but to recognize
their hand in Indianola's development was essential. Our present Bank
of Indianola is owned by Louis Carney,

We willwg

: L J

L " our : :
You will never get a FROWN_ when you come into

jonr bank, whether you want to deposit or ' BORROW

‘money: Come in. We will 'We]come you. We will also
iwelcome ¥your account. : :
We are always glad to give anyane ADV}CF aboutg
he security of business ventures or INVESTMENTS,
hether he is one of our depositum or NOT.

Do YOUR Banking with US. - =
- We pay four per cent interest on time deposits. :
Depositors Protected by ‘‘State Guarantee Fun'd"'

- STATE BANK,

WILLIAM A D(‘LAN Caahei:.
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Daniel Harrison shown in his store which was
located wanere the Indianola Bank sits, Deniel
married Mary Shea and they had seven children:
John, Catherine, Albert, Martin, Joseph, Charles
and Bernardé, Four are still living; aivert,
Joseph andé Bernard and still reside in Indisnola
and John lives in Texas,

Daniel and J. V. Harrison operated this business

known as Harrison & Harrison and was opened for
business in 1385, On their lot were two other
business places,

The next door south was EJ Lee's Confectionery
andé south of that was Pete Collin's Produce
Company,

Harrison & Harrison sold out in 1922 to the
Farmers-}Merchant State Bank who tore down the old
structure and built the structure thet now stands,
They dropped the Merchants and called it the
Farmers State Bank,
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The Lord firm was established in 188lL, by Andy
Lord, He wes father of Mack Lord who owned the
store until his death and grandfather of the pre-
sent owner Clifton Lord. The original builaing
was 20 x 30 feet in size and was a harness shop.
The store now comprises numerocus buildings and in=-
cludes hardware and furniture.
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LAfter a disagreement with his father, Mack built

& harness and hardware store across the street from
his father's shop ana they went into competition.
This building has since housed a Stanley bakery,
Dempewolf clothing store, Gambles, Continental

Emsco, and is presently occupied by Northwestern
Pump and Supply.

e
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& harness and hardware store across the street from
his father's shop ana they went into competition.
This building has since housed a Stanley bakery,
Dempewolf clothing store, Gambles, Continental

Emsco, and is presently occupied by Northwestern
Pump and Supply.
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Republican

On May 30, 193§,
torrential rains fell in
eastern Colorado and
southwestern Nebraska:
by early morning of the
31st, the usually peaceful
Republican River was

- running bluff-to-bluff along

its upper reaches. When
the water subsided two
days later, over 100 lives
had been lost and many
millions of dollars of
damage had been done.

After the prolonged
drought of the early 30's,
the wet spring of 1935 had
brought welcome relief to
the region. By the end of
May, however, the soil was
nearing the saturation
point. The rains of May
36th, concentrated in the
basin of the South Fork and
extending into the valleys
of the Arikaree, Fren-

| |
River Floodm

chman, Red Willow and

Medicine, poured into the

main stream — normally

300 to 400 feet wide,.

turning it into @ raging

torrent one to four miles

wide. -
The flood water came as

a wall, variously estimated

at from three to eight feet

in height, The advance of

‘the crest was more rapid in

the upper valley, with
reports of ten miles an
hour above Trenton, at five .
between there and Oxford, ™ |
and slowing to 22 miles
an hour upon crossing over -
into Kansas.

To prevent the repetition -
of such a tragedy, the
federal government has
built a series of six dams,
five in Nebraska, across
the Republican or its
tribytaries. -
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WE'VE HAD ENOUGH FLOODS

The following is a newpaper clipping concerning
the floods of the past in this area,

Everyone in Indianola is very much aware of the
fact that their town was ravaged by a surging mass
of silt-filled flood water Saturday evening, No
resident escaped being affected in some manner, by
this catastrophe, and everyone is now, more than
ever before, determined that something is going
to be done about it this time, The flood last
June, which was the worst in the history of the
town, was but a mere trickle beside the one
which was experienced last week=-end,

We thought last year, after the high waters
which visited our city had filled many basements,
and caused considerable damage, that a WPA
project was in the offing, which would have
cleaned Coon Creek of the dense growth of willows,
weeds, collection of trash and silt, including
cleaning out from under the highway bridge, But,
unhappily for about three-fourths of the residents
of Indianola, and to their financial chagrin,
this project did not materialize,

In retribution of this, of course, we will be
told that nothing would have held back the
tremendous amount of water that came down Coon
Creek Saturday afternoon, following the heavy rains
farther north., We are not in a position to
state that it would have, or that it would not
have; and furthermore, we do not believe that
anyone else in Indiancla is in a position to
make any such statement, pro or con; although
you will find many who are conceited enough and
hold their own opinions high enough in their own
estimations to argue with anyone, no matter
how much time the other person may have spent
studying a like situation,

Nevertheless, everyone knows that nothing WAS
done to even IRY to remedy the situation,. and
that is the sad part of it, "He who has tried
and failed is better than he who has never tried at
all,” 1If the water could have been kept even ten
inches lower, by the dredging and cleaning of
the creek bottom, more than half of the homes
and business houses that suffered severe losses



would not have been damaged, The property damage
to one merchant alone would probably adequately
finance the building of a dike eighteen to
twenty feet in height which would keep the water
off the entire town,

We understand that a meeting is being held
today in McCook with the main thought in mind,
of remedying this constant threat to our
inhabitants, Whether this meeting proves to be
the nucleus for action along this line or not,
of course, only time will tell, but in any
event, Indianola people are far from being
beaten. This experience has served, instead,
as a hardening blow, which will make them more
determined than ever before, that the threat
of unwarned flash floods from Coon Creek be

eliminated,

This straw house was made and lived in by Elmer
McChesney and wife, It had a part wood floor,
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SECRGE WING FAMILY SAVED BY TREES

¥r. &anc ¥rs, George Wing, Alvy and Lulu and Fred
Ray spent most of the time from five o'clock Fri-
day eveninz until two o'clock Saturday afternoon
in some Oig trees just east of where their home
atood.

When the water began rising, they hitched up 5
team ancd prepsred to drive to town but heard
that it was impossible to get past the Coon Creek
Flood. They went bsck into the house again and
as the water rose they retreated upstairs,

finelly became appsarent that the house would
survive the shock of the raging waters., It
the foundations and up against some trees

¥
£ QO o
« ot
11}
(=0
[»]
L}
o

¥ went out of the upstairs window onto
of the porch and from there to the trees.
caught some wreckage that floated past
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et for the women, The house trembled
e into parts and floated away.
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Paul Malleck, Homer Duckworth and Merle Colling
Took a boat and in dangerous waters brought the

parties to land. The farm is now a part of Finnell's
island.



Charles S, Thompson came to Indianola from
Fillmore County, Nebr., in June 1907, He engaged
in farming and real estate, His office was
Tg%ntained in the Norman Hotel from 1907 until
1919,

He was a member of the Red Willow County Fair
Board and State Fair Board for many years, He
served two terms as Mayor of Indianola,

He contributed a great deal to the cattle
industry with his pure-bred stock,
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Before the Model-T, this was his conveyance, He
could be found in other counties drumming-up real
estate business with this "slow but sure” buggy
and horse,
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W, H. McCartney house., This was bgilt in 1881 at
the same time as the McCartney building near the

Uerling Locker,

Exerpts from an 1885 Red Willow Handbook

Indianola, the capitol of the county, was platted
in 1873 by the Republican Valley Land Association,
It now has a population of 500,

The representative businessmen are on a solid
footing and for the most part, have been well
trained in the best ways of trade.

C. S. Quick has a new and finely finished brick
StOre.ssessscarries $15,000 stocks of general
merchandise.....s.sand will this year carry his sales
above $50,000,

Sibbett & Crabtree own and run a well stocked
livery, feed and sale stable, are running daily
mail and passenger lines between this town and
Oberlin, Kansas.sesess

The cdrug trade is admirably handled by Geo, Furdum
successor to the late Frank Duffy who began trade
here in '79,

Fhotographic art is well represented by E, E,
Breece whose work will favorably compare with any
in this region.

The immediate wants of the town are a well
equipped modern flouring mill,......and a first
class creamery,
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L to Ry Aulis Zink, Ariene Elmer, Hazel Deffer, Mildred Zink

LOOXTING BACKWARDS
1902

John Crocker soid his farm to Pete Vogue,

O. ¥, Hayden rented the Joln Welborn property.
me Po Broomfield and Bessie Indsley were married at
the home of the bridet!s parents.

Bernard Behnlte is staying at Fred Crockers,*helping hay,
HJenry Shamols and O0tto Tiltners took dinner with Korbs,.

Goerge Minnick Sundayed at Jas, Malleck!s,
Isaac Kurtzs spend Sunday with C., K. Dutchers.

lirs, Wm, Procter calied on Mrs, Byron Spalding, Tusddaye.
Goorge Burt set out 1000 cottonwood trees.

He C. Abbott rented the MeCallum farm for next year,
Little lMargaret Karp visited at August Lehn's,

¥rs, Teel organized a carmp of Royal Neighbors,
!r. Potts moved on the Dutcher piace, Monday,

Littie Mary Lehn is very sick with 1la grippe,
Dr. talter Roland was rurdered in a store at Herndon,
Kansas, April 22,

"A Tale of Three Hats" was preformed at the Opera House,
The Congregational tadies were entertained by Mesdames

Hoagland, Limer and Moore at the Red Willow Grove, Tues,
The parents of Mrs, Andy Lord were here on 2 visit
from their home in Ohio,

The dissolution of partnership existing between J. C.

Puckett and B, B, Duclworth was announced,
Oren Cramer left for Omtario, Carif,, where he expects
to find work and riches,
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Ase & Allce: "It'a a long way from a dug=out to tran-
continental trips in jets'". Both have been v ery active
in Red Williow County affeirs as well as devout members
of the Indianola Alumni as they both graduated here,
Mrg, liolfe could be called "Mrs Archives" as most of the
history in this book was taken from her huge source of
materials. She was also & repressntative of the Red Cross
and Salvation Army for over 30 years. Mr. Wolfe was County
Supt., at three different time spans and just recentliy
resigned on account of health, He fiiled in as Supt. of
Indianola for two years until the vacancy wag fiiled,
They stlll call Indianola their home=town,

AELM HOUSE: The J, F. Helm family arrived in the county

in 1879, Mrs, Heim cooked for the railiroaders during their
stay around Indiencla, She hag the postoffice in her home
from 1881 to 188l, There were tweive children in the family
and many reside in the area, at present,




OPERA HOUSE
ONE NIGHT ONLY

Wednesday, Jan. 1(

i

. E C JONES PRESENTS -
- OLLY

e 0YOUS
OLLIER

 King of Tramps

Band and Orchestra

A Complete Scenic Production. ~An Excellent -Cast.
.Lot_s of Specialties. = The Laughing Co_med} in Four Acts

Priges = 25,-35 and 50 cents.

'i

A community play given in the Opera House in
about 1910, It was directed by C, S, Caborn,



SICKENING CRASH CLAINS 23 LIVES

"My God, Stop the Flier"

These five words flashed across the telegraph
at the Indianola station early on the cold,
foggy morning of May 29, 1911, Just as the
message cleared, the Flier, which was the
Burlington's crack No, ¢ passenger train, rushed
past the station., Seconds later, there was a
sickening crash that became the blackest mark
in the history of the FcCook Division,

The west bound Flier had collided with No. 12,
an east bound local passenger train which was
preparing to enter the side track a guarter mile
west of the Indianola depot,

Twenty-three persons, including the engineers and
firemen were killed. Most of the other deaths
resulted from the scalding steam which sprayed
from both train's boilers.

When the locomotives smashed together, one of
the giants fell to either side and 2a total of




OLD SETTLERS, DO YOU REMEMBER WHE:

big in the hips,

And a TRIP involved travel in bupgries and ships.
-

Remember when HIPPIE meant

vessel fo?

was what erar

verb that meant mend

and ranai
and renair,

merely existines somewhere?

1en. R ll-organized, tidy and clean,
d ras a ground cover, normally green?
When GROQV nt furrowed with channels and hollows,
ind B re winged 1 robi and swallows?
When ZZ S e 11

When NOLL meant a bun and Rock was a stone,
And DPANG-UP was something you did with the phone?
It's GROOVY, MAN, GROOVY,. bLut Fnglish it's not,

r

fe thinks that our language is going to POT,

LONG AGO

'v erazndpa wore whiskers that reached to his waist,
My ecrandpa was wrinkled and serious-faced.
lle walked with a stoop, and a shuffle was his,
For he always complained of the "blamed rhuematiz.'
He smoked a cob pipe that was ancient and strong,
He was snoring at eight, for on sleep he was long.
My grandma knit mittens and sat by the fire,
As straight and as prim as any church spire.
Eer hair was in ringlets: she wore a lace cap,
A mountain of darning reposed in her lap.
When grandpa was not feeling quite at his best,
She made him herb tea, and she greased up his chest.

NOW-A-DAYS

Now grandpas and grandmas go out every night,
To some cabaret or auction bridge fight.
My grandpa's suit like the wall-paper sets,
And he dances the twist and smokes cigarettes.
Grandma has peraments znd drives her own car,
And her skirts are as short, as her Grand-daughters are.
0ld age is old-fashioned and has passed away,
You wouldn't know grandpa and grandma today.
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OLD SETTLERS GATHER FOR 1925 ANNUAL REUNION

01é timers appearing in this picture with the
year tiey settled here, are, Upper row: 0, 8, Van
Doren, Bartley, '79; P, H, Callen; Bartley, '79;
J. W, Gamble, Bartley, '79; Otto "eber, "Bartley,
'79; F, H, MclLain, Indisnola, 'T7l4; Frank Weaver,
Marion, '78; C., A, Hotze, Indianola, '73;: A, E,
Johnson, Indianola, '90; William Halsey, Lebanon,
'73; D, W, Bush, Indianola, '78; Center Row: Mrs,
Elizabeth Stilgebouer, Danbury, '75; Mrs, Kate L,
Ashmore, Palisade, '79; Mrs, E, S, Hill, Indianola,
'72; Mrs, C, A, Hotze, Indiarola, '73; Mrs, J. B.
Meserve, McCook, '78; E, S, Hill, Indianola, '72;
Mrs, O, S, Van Doren, Indianola, '79; Mrs, W, D,
Williams, Bartley, '73; Mrs, J. W, Welborn, Indian-
ola, '73; Mrs, S, E, Boyer, Danbury, '78; Mrs. R.
E, Hatcher, Omaha, '79. Lower Row: David Beaman,
Bartley, '77; Mrs, C., B, Hoag, Indiasnola, '81; N,
R. Teel, Freedom, '8l; Isaac Beeson, Bartley, '79;
Mrs, Balthazer Lane, Indianola, '79; Mrs, A, E,
Boyer, Danbury, '77; James Gammill, Stockville,
'73; S. H, Stilgebouer, Marion, '75; Mrs. Rosa
Reiter, Indianola, '77; G, F, Randel, McCook, 'T79.
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THE CAST

The story of the Pageant is told by Stan Matzke,

Farm Editor of the Lincoln Journal and Star,

The Indianola community did a great job of reviv-

ing memories of the early Southwest Nebraska hist-
ory when, in connection with the 50th anniversary
of the Red Willow County 0ld Settlers Picnic
Association, it presented a historical pageant-
play, "The Old Sod Shanty on the Claim",

Written and produced by Ernest E, Spencer,
local attorney, the cast of almost 100 was made
up of entirely local folk and townspeople,

The action included three acts and ten scenes,
There were Indian raids, cattle men, rattlesnakes,
drought, disease, grasshoppers, horse thieves,
endless toil and starvation threats, Many of the
incidents depicted were true to the history of
Southwestern Nebraska.

And when at last they had mastered the plains
and the rains came and the true future of their
venture appeared capable of accomplishment, they
celebrated with fiddlin' and dancing.

I.ll
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RECREATION AND SPORTS ALWAYS HAVE THEIR DAY

People, who never ssw & "coyote tunt", misscd
one of the most exciting syort;. The army of men
anc¢ boys form & circle extend ing over many
sections of lancd, Captains, who rode horses,
circled the ring of shooters to eitber glow them
down or hasten certain sections in crder Lo me cet
in the center on a flat field, Lt some huntg,

they hed one captain in an ajrl]ape that gave
instructions, The hides ang jack rabbits were
usuelly sold end the money given to tiie Hed Cross.

C‘\

Tihis picture shows only a few of tiie hundrecs
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1967 State Champs
8-man football
Coach Felker

Early athletics included shinny, pullaway, and
baseball, Guy Chambers came to Indianola in 1910
and organized athletics by forming the schools first
football team, Basketball was also an important
sport with the girls taking part in this for many
years. Over the years there have been many out-
standing athletic teams and individuals attend
school here, Current school athletic teams incluc!

football, basketball, wrestling, volleyball, girl®
and boy's track,

i
!
3

3RD ROW: Jerry Liess, Ron Blume, Dane Berg, Tom St

Bob Duckworth, Terry Blackman, Larry Christensen,
2
}¥ihm, Xen Winters, Steve Farmer, Dave Vontz, Griff
Malleck, Dennis Wilson, 1ST ROW: Phillip Malleck,
Mike Sahm, Bob McClumg, Nick Uerling, Bud Riggs,
Bill Liess, Gary Miner,

ND ROW: Mr, Jerry ¥elker, Mr, Jr. Brisco, Dennis

The current Republican Valley Grade School.




Indianola High Baseball Team 1913, Front Row left
to right: Orville Ritchie, Gail Russell, Bradley
Duckworth, Joe Harrison, Back row: Charles Vande-
vort, Tubby McWilliams, Guy Patterson, C, R,
Herrick and George Neumann, Harold Hedges is the
one in the center without a uniform,

State Basketball Champions - Class B - 1928

Bow 1: Floyd Thompson, Ora Harris, Gifford Strunk,
James Brown, Row 2: Francis Hoole, Jack Reed,
Dean McCafferty, Frank Pratt and C, R, Herrick,
Tournament opponents: Ravenna, York, Plattsmouth
and Superior,



1973 CHAMFS .

Sporting brand new uniforms purchased by inter-
ested businessmen and citizens, the Indianola Base-
ball teams ran wild with the 1973 league trophy,
Honors included both (A) and (B) team first place
trophies for the Southwest Nebraska League, Eastern.
Division, and also the Southwest Nebraska League
Tournament,

Pictured for the (A) team from left to right:
front: Terry Einspahr, Rick Malleck, Steve Sughroue
Harry Sughroue, Larry Fossen, Back: Kevin McCon-
ville, Steve Bryant, Roger Buschkoetter, Dennis Str
Bob Brown and Tim Berg, Not shown Buck Wood,

A

t

Pictured for (B) team from left to right; front;
Dennis Vontz, Don Wood, Dennis Myers, Dean Liess, a
Craig Reiners, Back; Mike Malleck, Dennis Liess,
Joey Baumbach, Donald Watkins, and Perry Quigley.
Not shown Ronnie Stritt, -
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County Plans
War Salvage
, Campaign

Mayor Edgar Frank Chairman;
Te Appoint Local
Committae,

each
¥ Were recom-|
; yor of the|
Sown a= chabrman with authority
o sppomt ti= wther mrembers of |

I

for

Day of Prayer
Friday, Feb. 20

Women Of AI' Denominations |
Te Att:ad Meet at
Christian C' arch

denominations
inviced to take
rvance of the
ayer the first
Feb. 20, The

-

nd will be held
y Chureh,

r takes
Way.” It
women,
been a
german who)
concen-
n French!
woman who has had no word;
from her family for over a year. |

If ever the people of the!
world needed to pray, now is the!
time. In this day's services:
women in thousands of churches
in the United States and in fifty.
i countries of the world will unite
in earnest prayer that zll peoples:
|of the earth may find the true'
way. |
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Registé;r for Draft |

at Town Hall |

| Febr. 14 and 15

Registration headquarters and
' registration boards for Red Wil-
!low County have been announc-
led by the Red - Willow ecounty
| Selective Service Board. The
[dates for the Third Military |
 Draft are Saturday, F-cbruaryi
| 14th and Monday, February 16th. |

In Indianola registration will|
|begin at 7 A. M. at the Town|
{ Hall and continue until 9 P. M.|
| The local draft board: Joe‘i
! Reiter, Mrs. Bess Divine, Mrs.
| Franeis Powell, and Harry Zink.
| Bartley registry—Herb Carr'’s
| office, Bartley board: Herb Carr,!
! Miss Esther Smith, A, L. Coch-|
Lran, |

Lebanon, at Town Hall. Leb-
;anon board: Ned Gillispie, C. L.
‘Bodwell. and Mrs. Erwin Bodwin. |

Danbury, at Town Hall. Dan-
bury board: Mrs. Loyal Parker,
| Fay Redfern Leidig, Charles |
| Henton ard Mrs. Barnet Ashton. |
{ McCook. at Court House
| (Legion Room).

- Indianola, Nebraska
City Hall, December 2 1941
The City Council met in reg-
ular eession at the Council Cham- |
ber in the City Hall, December!
2nd, 1941, at 7:30 o’clock p. m.
There were present Mayor
Frank; Cou@ilmen Duckworth,
Foley, Cramer, Sughroue and
City Clerk Harrison.
The minutes of the last reg-
ular session of November 18th,
1941, were read and approved.

JOHN FOLEY AND WES FIN..
NELL HOSTS - TO LEGION
AND AUXILIARY
Wesley Finnell and John Foley
were hosts to the American Le-|
gion and Auxiliary  Wednesday
night at-the Foley home, Twenty |
one members were present, Mrs,
Larry Buker was a guest. |

‘hosts assisted by Mrs, Foley and}

After separate .Business meet-%

;ings the two organizations joined
lin playing pinochle. !

A lunch was “served by the,|

Mrs. Finnell;

.
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Fi1ms. FIRE, FIRE: What a fearful word to hear,

The first fully organized Fire Department was ini-
tisated in 1933, while Ed Sughroue was Mayor. 1t was
comstituted well enough to be recognized by the Sta-
te Department so insurance rates were decreased,
Somer Duckworth was Fire Chief then,

The depression and World Warll caused a let-up
in the organization until March 27,-1947.

At that meeting a new preamble, constitution and
by-laws were written and a strong, sound department
was started.

The following attended this meeting: Harold Klocke
Rich Mills, Marion Vontz, Ralph Woolman, Dean
Guthrie, Jack Duggar, Frank Cesar, Alvy Wing, Harry
Schamel, Victor Blackman, Joe Donnelly, Smith
Hayden, John Wiseman, Raymond Vontz, Manny Hayden,
Harry Vontz, Sumner Paine, Louis Walz, Vernon
Peterson, Edgar Frank, Walter Walz, Clarence Stiritt,
Jack Roth, Willard Elmer, Lawrence Vontz, Russell
Dow, Stan Sedden, Dale Garton, Ray Phillips, Francis
Uerling, and Leonard Appleyard.

Charter members still active are: Marty Sughroue,
Russell Dow, Clarence Stritt, and Alvy Wing,

The following have been Fire Chief; Harold
Klocke, Vic Blackman, Cliff Grube, Keith Klocke,
and Lee Davidson, the present Chief., Harold Klocke
was Chief for 25 years,

Marion Vontz, was an efficient secretary for 25
years, Another great asset to the organization is
the Auxilliary., They furnish coffee and rolls and
add to the social end of the activities.,




Pictured as they sign the contract on the new
Low-Cost Housing Project are L. to R.: Richard
Je Allen, Leon C, Hines, Virgil Christensen, B, A,
Quigley, Clarence . Stritt, Marion Vontz and Edgar
Frank. Standing, Stewart Harrison, D. L. Moffitt
and Don Rinehart. On the local Housing Board are
Virgil Christensen, B, A, Quigley, Clarence Stritt,
Marion Vontz and Edgar Frank, ;

The group met to sign contrscts for .general con-
struction work on the project. Time for complet=-
ion as stated in the contrect is 360 Calendar 3ays;
to be completed by July 25, 1968. After four
years, the lendscaping and the overall-plan of

the Housing Project, resembles very closely the
Artist's original conception, The entertainment
center ties it closely to the community. The

occupants are happy, active, friendly and are good
neighbors,
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INUIANCLA SEPROTER THOMAS McCAMMON, Ed.
Excerpts
Sept. 28, 1939
M. K. Spencer Lies:

Melvin N, Spencer died on Sept. 20, 1939 in a
Lincoln hospitel at the age of 72 years. Surviv-
ing him are his wife, Sarah, 8 son Ernest of
Indianola; two cvau-hters, Irene at hcme and Grace
Were cf Lincoln; a brother Orson end a sister Edna
bodge, both of Illinois,

¥r. Spencer was one of the early settlers as he

came to Mebraska in 188l and spent most of his time
in and sbout Indianola,

£s & pioneer Mr. Spencer represented the true pio-
neer spirit. Suffering many hardships in his early
1ife, ne was always friendly to his neighbors,
frugel in the manner cf living, temperate in his
nabits and minoful of the Goluen hule. He tood

é&n Interest in the early politics and develcpement
of heorasxze and lived to see many changes in the

growth of 2 country that he first knew as 4 wil--
derness, :

e

His son Ernest took up residence in Indianola and
was a greac. booster during “is spare time as Atter-
ney-at Law. To hear him laush was an entertainment
in itself., His grestest achievement as a townsman
was the writing and directing the well-known
Pageant which wes given a few years back and will

be displayed in another section of this pamphlet.

Mrs. rhil Hertz and baby are visi‘ing a few days
at the home of Mrs. Maurice Rayer.

Mrs, Tom Jones ana Nellie Marie of Littleton, Colo.,
Violet Peters of McCook, Mrs. Lawrence Campbell,
Mrs, Martin Sughroue, Robert and Hoger and Mrs,

Maurice Rayer visited with Mrs. George Neumanne

Lr. and krs, Mackechnie ana Margsret entertained
the faculty ana their wives and husbands at a pic-
nic Tuesday eve. :



Taken from a 1926 Red Willow Directory

LIVE STOCK CLASSIFICATION

ABERDEEN ANGUS

W, A, Blake

G, H., Fichtner
Ed Madden

N, J., Puckett

GUERNSEY
John Haag
HERFORD

J: Es Cecil

H, J. Deveny
Frank Junker
C. S, Thompson
George Tiller

JERSEY

Js Je GEarter
L. A. Mackey

SHCRT HORN

A, H. Barrows
Charles Beck
Jacob Harsch
Joseph Junker

J., S, Waddell
William Zimmerman

CHESTER WHITES

F, W, Weaver

AN I P e

DUROCS

Herman Bamesberger
Martin Morris
W, G, Randel

HAMFSHIRES

E. E. Quigley
N, J. Puckett
Mrs, Rosa Emrich

FOLAND CHINA

George Bresney
B, W, Edwards
J. O, Reiman
John Stoller
C. S. Thompson
J. S. Waddell

ADVERTISERS FOUND IN THE
DIRECTORY

Luthers Market
Allen & Co,

Caine's Store

State Bank

F. W, Deffer

C. R, Livingston & Co,
Cecil Shoppe

Arch Davidson & Son
Barnett Lumber Co,
Mrs, Velta Jones
Ed's Lunch Room

Ve Js Yarnell
Farmers State Bank

Indianola Equity Exchange

M, C, Lord

F. M, Plourd Electric Sho

Smith-Reiter Gramm Co,
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Clubs a

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS

nd organizations are an essential part

of 2ny community and Indianola can certainly be
proucd of theirs:

American Legion & Auxiliary
Baseball & Softball

Boy Scouts

Church Crganizations
Coomunity-Commercial Club
Coon Creek Coon Hunters
Federated Women's Club
Firemen & Auxiliary

4-H Clubs

Republican Valley FFA
Indianola Saddle Club

Jay Cee's

Masonic Lodge and Eastern Star
Men's Club

Rotary

Social Clubs

V. Fo. We & Auxiliary



Though the population and number of business

INDIANOLA AFTER 100 YEARS

enterprises have decreased significantly since the
early years, the city is nmoving ahead by providing

more and better community facilities.

Agriculture

and the discovery of oil in the area have enriched
the economy of the community.

The following businesses are currently active

in the city:

Bank of Indianola
Burlington Railroad
Barber Shop

Burton Ceramics

Carpenter Funeral Chapel
Cecil Hotel

City Liquor

Cornhusker State Televhone Co.
Davidson Gravel Co.
Dovmey Revair

Frank's Seed and Supply
Gambles

G & L Construction

Hanson Law Office

Happy Hut

llerrmenn Funeral Chapel
Hobb's Construction

louse of Savings
Indianola Agency
Indiunola Cafe

Indisnola Construction

I & RW Cooperative 0il Co.
Indianola TIeed Service
Indianola ILaundry
Indianola News

Indiznola (il Co.

Jack & Jill Food Center
Lee's Body Shop

Lord's IHardware & Furniture
Northwestern Pump & Supply Co.
Quigley Real Estate
Rendy's Drive In
Recreation Center
Rinehart Construction
Rocket Inn

sughroue Construction
Uerling Locker

Urling Grain

Vontz Farm Supply

|



CEAR B=ATER:

We hope that you will find this book both Int-
sresting and enlightening, It was made possible
through the afforts of many interested and dedl-
cated citizens, We wish to thank the many people
who donated pictures, history and information,

In the efforts of trying to cover "100 years of
1iving", in such a short time and space, we regret
the fact that much material and many "0ld Settliers”
as well as "new Settlers" have been left out, For
this we are truly sorry.

He have displayed a picture of the sign on the
out-skirts of town., This was done hecause Indianocla
and proximity was the scene and topic of this Booklet.

By no means, do we feel that Indianola held the
nucleus of Centennial devotions, but we had to draw
a lines for esxpediency and economy sake,

Sincerely,
The Editors






